Kowloon Junior School, Curriculum Overview 2008-09 (August 2008)
	
	Who we are 

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.
	Where we are in place and time

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations; from local and global perspectives.
	How we express ourselves 

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.
	How the world works 

An inquiry into the nature world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.
	How we organize ourselves 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made-systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations; social decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.
	Sharing the planet 

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.

	Year 1
	(Who we are) T1 b
Subject focus: 
Science, PSE
Central Idea:
Our senses help us to communicate and explore the world
Concepts: Change Function
Lines of Inquiry:

· The parts of my body

· How my senses work
· Exploring the world through our senses


	(Where we are in place and time) all year
Subject focus: Social studies, Arts, PSE
Central Idea:
Families have traditions that they celebrate

Concepts: Causation Change
Lines of Inquiry:
· The traditions in a family
· How traditions are celebrated

· How these celebrations have changed over time 


	(How we express ourselves) T3a
Subject focus:
Social Studies, Language, Arts
Central Idea:
 Stories provide enjoyment and help our imaginations.
Concepts: Form, Reflection
Lines of Inquiry:
· What is a story
· How we communicate stories
· Stories can entertain us

	 (How the world works) T3 b
Subject focus:
Science: Social studies 
Central Idea:
Materials have different properties and are used for different things

Concepts: Form Function

Lines of Inquiry:
· Things are made form materials
· Materials have a look and feel
· We can group materials
· Materials have uses
Term 2
	(How we organize ourselves) T 1a
Subject focus: 
Social studies, PSE

Central Idea:
Groups function effectively when there are roles, routines and responsibilities.

Concepts: Function Connection
Lines of Inquiry:

· How my class works
· How my school is organized

· My responsibilities.

	(How we share the planet) T 2a
Subject focus: 
Science /  PSE
Central Idea: 

Living things have needs to grow and stay healthy. 
Concepts: Function, Change
Responsibility
Lines of Inquiry:
· Living and non-living things 

· How living things grow and stay healthy
· Caring and respecting living things


	Year 2
	(Who we are) T 2a
Subject focus: 
PSE, Social Studies, PE
Central idea: 
The actions we take  make a difference to our health and well being.

Concepts: Responsibilities Function
Lines of Inquiry:
· The systems of the human body.

· How diet, exercise and sleep affect the  

        human body.

· How personal choices affect well being of the human body.


	(Where we are in place and time) T 1b
Subject focus: 
Social studies, Science, Arts
Central idea:

 Artifacts change over time to reflect human development.

Concepts: Form Change 
Lines of Inquiry:

· Materials toys are made from
· Toys from the past
· Toys of today

	(How we express ourselves)T 1a
Subject focus: 
PSE, Social Studies, Arts 
Central idea:

Stories communicate ideas and values.

Concepts: Form  Function Perspective
Lines of Inquiry:
· The many ways of telling stories.

· Messages from stories.
· How different cultures tell stories.


	(How the world works) T 3b
Subject focus: 
Science, Social Studies
Central idea:

Forces can act on different objects to move or change them.

Concepts: Function: Causation:  Connection
Lines of Inquiry:
· Forces

· How we use forces

	(How we organize ourselves)T2b
Subject focus: 
Social Studies-

Central idea:

Human activity impacts upon the environment.
Concepts: Causation, Connection 

Lines of Inquiry:
· Rural and urban environments in Hong Kong
· Why environments change 
· The interaction between rural and urban environments  
	(How we share our planet) T3a
Subject focus: 

Science, Social studies
Central idea:
Human responsibility is essential to the sustainability of our planet
Concepts: Responsibilities, Connection, Form
Lines of Inquiry:
· Why we need plants.

· Responsible plant management 

· Adaptation and variation in plants.


	Year 3
	(Who we are) 1b
Subject focus: 
PSE, Social Studies, Arts
Central idea:
 Peoples lives are shaped by their families’ cultures and beliefs.

Concepts: Form Perspective  
                  Reflection
Lines of Inquiry:
· Where our class is from

· Culture 

· Similarities and differences of beliefs and values


	(Where we are in place and time) 3b
Subject focus: 
Social studies, PSE
Central idea:

People’s lives change over time and influence life today.

Concepts: Change, Connection
Lines of Inquiry:

· Personal History of parents and grandparents
· Comparing our world with parents and grandparents

· How families have changed over time


	(How we express ourselves) 2a
Subject focus: 
Arts, Social studies
Central idea:

W e use creative expression to entertain and communicate ideas and feelings. 

Concepts: Form, Function,  Perspective
Lines of Inquiry:
· The role of masks in society

· The way masks express feelings/ideas-creatively

· How we interpret creative expression

	(How the world works) 1a
Subject focus:
Science, Social Studies 
Central idea:

We live the way we do because of Earth’s relationship to the sun.

Concepts: Function, Connection
Causation

Lines of Inquiry:

· The interaction between the sun and the earth

· The effects of the sun on the earth

· Why the Earth changes


	(How we organize ourselves) 2b
Subject focus: 
Social Studies, Science 
Central idea: 
Food we eat is imported from around the world.

Concepts: Function, Connection, Causation
Lines of Inquiry:
· Where our food comes from

· Food importation into Hong Kong

· The role of transport in getting food to us


	(Sharing the planet) 3a
Subject focus: 
Social Studies, Science 

Central idea:

Water is a finite resource, which we have a responsibility to conserve. 

Concepts: Responsibility, Reflection
Lines of Inquiry:

· Water is essential for life

· How water is cycled around the earth

· Our responsibility to conserve water



	Year 4
	(Who we are)T3
Subject focus: Social studies/PSE
Social organizations and Culture                        
Central idea: 
In an attempt to meet human needs’, societies have determined children’ rights and responsibilities
Concepts: Responsibility, Causation
Lines of inquiry:

· The national and international rights of the child
· Application of children rights
· Ways to protect and organizations aim to protest children’s rights

	(Where we are in place and time)T3
Subject Focus: Social studies- Continuity and Change through Time
Central idea: 
Our lives are connected and influenced  by the experiences of civilizations from the past

Concepts: Form, Change Connection
Lines of inquiry:

· .The characteristics of a civilization.

· How the past and present are connected

	(How we express ourselves)T2
Subject Focus: Arts;

Visual arts in Society
Central idea:
 Peoples can represent feeling and ideas through the arts.

Concepts: Perspective, Reflection, Form
Lines of inquiry:

· Different techniques that artists use

· Expressing yourself through the arts

· How people respond critically to the arts

	(How the world works)T1
Subject Focus: Science-
Forces and Energy/Technology
Central idea:
 Energy exists in different forms and is changed, stored and used in different ways.

Concepts: Function, Causation
Lines of inquiry

· How we use energy?

· Where energy comes from?

· The different forms of energy

· How energy can be changed from one form to another?
· The impact of energy use on society/environment

	(How we organize ourselves)T2
Subject focus: Social studies

Social organization and culture

Central idea: 
Team work is used to organize and communicate information        
Concepts: Perspective ,Reflection, Form
Lines of inquiry:

· The ways the news is reported by different media sources

· Jobs in the media and how they depend on each other


	(Sharing the planet)T1
Subject focus: Science: Living Things
  Central idea:
 Living things depend on each other for their survival

Concepts: Form, Responsibility
Lines of inquiry:
· What constitutes an ecosystem?
· The factors that affects the balance within an ecosystem?

· The potential results of an imbalance within an ecosystem

· Existing attempts to protect ecosystems which are under threat eg. Dolphin Watch, Save the Harbour          




	Year 5
	(Who we are)T3
Subject focus; Language, PSHE

 Social studies

Central idea 
I am a unique and have responsibilities to myself and others

Concept: Perspective/Responsibility
Lines of Inquiry

· What makes a person unique?

· Personal and Group responsibilities

· Consequences of being responsible


	(Where we are in Place and Time)T1
Subject focus: Social studies-Social organization and Culture
Central idea:
. People move taking their culture with them.

Concepts:, Perspective Causation
Lines of inquiry:

· The reasons for migration 

· The aspects of culture that are important to people.

· The effects of migration on Hong Kong culture
	(How we express ourselves)T2
Subject focus; Drama/Language
Concepts Function ,Form
Central idea: 
. We express our values through our choice of hero
Concepts: Form, Perspective
Lines of inquiry:

· The qualities that make a hero
· Our own values

· How our choices of hero express our values


	(How the world works)T2
Subject focus: Science- Materials and Matter
Central idea: 
The changing state of matter impacts on our daily lives
Concepts: Function, Change

Lines of inquiry:
· The changing states of Matter

· The use of scientific investigations to understand how we use  matter

· Changes in matter which impact  on our daily lives


	(How we organize ourselves)T3
Subject focus; 
Social Studies/Language Arts
Central idea: 
Successful marketing relies upon effective advertising, production and business planning.

Concepts: Connection Function
Lines of inquiry:

· Roles in business

· Effective marketing  and advertising
· Successful business planning

	(Sharing the planet)T1
Subject focus; Social Studies-Resources and the Environment
Central idea: 
Our personal choices can affect the environment

Concepts: Responsibility Causation
Lines of inquiry:
· What resources do we need?

· How do my choices affect the environment?

· What is our responsibility to the environment?
 

	Year 6
	(Who we are)T3
Subject focus: Science: Living Things
Central idea: 
Choice and change affect a person’s well-being.

Concepts:  Causation, Change Responsibility
.

Lines of inquiry:
* Factors that contribute to well-being (physical, mental, social and spiritual).

* Changes which occur during Puberty.

* Consequences of choices people make
	(Where we are in Place and time)

Subject focus: Social studies
Central idea:
Discovery and exploration continues to impact on our world and changes conventional knowledge.
Concepts: Causation, Perspective

Lines of Inquiry

· Important explorations and discoveries throughout time.

· The positive and negative consequences of discovery and exploration.

· How the world has changed due to discoveries and explorations

	(How we express ourselves)

Subject focus: Art
 Visual Art: creative processes 

Central idea: 
Imaginative minds create artistic designs
Concepts:

Function .Form, Reflection
Lines of inquiry:

· Factors that influence design
· Aesthetic  application

· Self expression
	(How the world works) T2
Subject focus: Social Studies-earth and space
Science; Human environments
Central idea: 
Powerful natural forces interact to shape our earth
Concepts: Connection ,Causation, Change
Lines of inquiry:
· The changing earth and its connecting systems

· The relationship between the behaviour of the planet and human activity
· The impact of scientific and technological advances on the earth

	(How we organize ourselves)T1
Subject focus: Social Studies-

Social Organizations and culture
Central idea: 
Communities need connecting systems to be successful
Concepts: Connection, Responsibility
Lines of inquiry:
· Responsibilities of citizens within a community

· Systems that drive a community

· Economic activity of a community


	(Sharing the Planet)T1
Subject focus: Social Studies –

Human systems and Economics

Central idea: 
Conflict affects the way people act and this has an impact on the lives of others.

Concepts: Perspective, Responsibility, Reflection 
Lines of inquiry:
· Causes of conflict
· Effects of conflict in history and the present day: on a personal, national and international level
· Resolution of conflict



