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Success for Every Child

Our Guiding Statements 
At KJS we create a safe, supportive and caring environment where beliefs and values 

reflect a respect of cultural diversity.We motivate individuals to become lifelong learners 
who are empowered to take action to make a positive difference in the world. 

The school community works together to develop global citizens with a sense of social 
awareness and responsibility through an engaging, relevant and challenging curriculum. 

We aim to achieve our Mission and Vision through: 

Being internationally minded 

Developing independence and collaboration in pursuit of excellence 

Valuing mistakes as learning opportunities and recognising endeavour 

Treating others as we would like to be treated 

Recognising, respecting and actively seeking the ideas and opinions of others 

Encouraging creativity and innovation 

Having high expectations of ourselves and others 

Promoting physical, social and emotional well-being across the community 

Demonstrating our values through responsible action 

Our commitment to developing a community of learners 
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Message from the Head of School  
As we look back on another year at Kowloon Junior School it is time to reflect on the many 
successes and learning opportunities for all our community. With our priority to develop learner 
agency across the school, teachers supported one another as we developed our knowledge and use 
of tools and strategies to help students develop more responsibility for their learning.  

With the arrival of Ms Kaye as our new English coordinator came the introduction of writing targets 
designed to focus children on their next steps for learning. In a short space of time we saw this 
initiative start to make an impact across the school. In her non class based role, Mrs Kaye has been 
working with teachers in all year groups throughout the year, creating a layer of in-house staff 
development in order to further improve student outcomes.  

In December a team of colleagues came to Kowloon Junior as part of a review of Learning Support 
provision across the Foundation. The team noted that the teachers and educational assistants staff 
are all highly experienced, qualified and motivated and that the Access Centre is a wonderful space 
with extensive resources to meet the needs of students. 

I was particularly pleased to note that the report stated that ‘It is clear from the open communication 
in the school community that Kowloon Junior School is a school committed to self-improvement and 
in making what is clearly an inclusive school even more inclusive.’ 

More information about the Learning Support Review can be found later in this report. 

In March the PTA organised the best school fair I have ever had the pleasure to attend. With fun for 
all the family its success was a testament to the hard work and dedication of the PTA team.  

At the start of 2014 we were introduced to the possibility of working more closely with colleagues in 
King George V and Jockey Club Sarah Roe schools as part of the Kowloon Learning Campus. The 
Kowloon Learning Campus would offer the opportunity to open doors and break down barriers 
between the three schools in order to further improve our students’ educational experience. After 
extensive consultation with the community the project was given a green light to go ahead as a pilot 
programme from two years. With the departure of the existing Principal, Mark Cripps, a new 
leadership structure was created for the Campus. Ed Wickins was appointed as Executive Principal, 
with Karen Thomas and Judy Cooper joining Ed and Karin Wetselaar, Principal of Jockey Club 
Sarah Roe School, as Heads of Kowloon Junior and King George V School respectively, to form the 
new Campus Leadership Team.  

Our year was productive in many ways, not least with the arrival of no less 
than six beautiful babies! Although this meant significant changes in staffing, 
the teaching teams pulled together to ensure that we were able to maintain 
quality teaching and learning across the school. 

As I draw to close I offer my thanks to the school community who once again 
have worked hard towards achieving our vision ‘Success for Every Child’. 

Warmest regards, 

Karen Thomas 



Message from the Chair of School Council 
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The learning never stops, for me as Council chair, for our teachers and staff who develop their 
careers and of course, most importantly of all, for the students who attend this wonderful school.  
The desire to constantly improve fends off complacency.  The key driver behind the recent 
launching of the Kowloon Learning Campus (KLC) pilot scheme is to enhance students’ learning. 
Our students will have opportunities never experienced by those who have 
gone before them. Opportunities to align curricula, optimise the use of facilities 
and making the transition to “big school” seamless, are all within our grasp. All 
of this is happening under the umbrella of ESF’s latest Strategic Plan for 
2015-2020 which was developed after extensive consultation with internal and 
external stakeholders and is available on ESF’s website. However, without 
dedicated teachers and staff, supportive parents and a climate that 
encourages independence, inquisitiveness and respect amongst students, 
plans would remain just plans. At KJS we have all these attributes in 
abundance and I look forward to being part of this continuing success story.  

Mike Hudson 

Message from the Chair of PTA 

Success for Every Child

In the early part of this year, the PTA sponsored the introduction of a school lunch provision.  
Delifresh Ltd, part of the Cathay Pacific Catering Services, were contracted to provide a hot lunch 
service for our children.  After a trial period and consultation with our families, we signed a 12 
month contract with Delifresh and are pleased with the level of take up.   We extended the opening 
hours of the PTA Shop and expanded the range of items in our uniform, adding a cardigan and 
lightweight raincoat.   

The school fair in March was another resounding success, resulting in the PTA being able to fulfil 
its commitment to donate $250,000.  This was used to enhance and add to the equipment in the 
Multi Media room.  Additionally, we were also able to fund the purchase of 
some ‘Choir Risers’.  These are being used when our school choir and 
musicians go off-site to give public performances, as well as during our 
school shows and assemblies.   

The new School year sees a fresh committee taking over the reins.  The 
outgoing Committee wish to thank the KJS community for their support and 
contribution to the activities over the last 2 years.  Without the voluntary help 
from our community, nothing would be possible.  The new committee starts in 
September with a strong and vibrant programme of activities and events. 

Sheila Gridley
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The second year in the new school and the Year One team welcomed two new teachers to the 
team Ms Wallace who had been teaching in Year Two and Ms Brinkworth newly arrived from 
Wales. Their enthusiasm and excellent knowledge of early years teaching and learning have 
definitely been an asset. The children arrived every bit as enthusiastic and keen to learn.  

We have had a major focus on language development this year. We agreed to use ‘Get 
Reading Right’ as our guide to teaching phonics – its systematic approach and wealth of ideas 
and resources has been a very good support for us. We have continued to ensure the children 
have taken books home to read daily. Under the guidance of Lisa Kaye our Literacy Leader, we 
have done a lot of work on developing the children’s early writing skills through modeling good 
practice and regularly conferencing with the children to help them agree their writing goals and 
support them in working towards achieving them. How far the children have come during the 
year was shown very clearly in our last Unit of Inquiry on ‘How We Express Ourselves’ when 
they were able to write their own story independently and then choose how to share it. The 
parents who came to our Story Showcase were very impressed with their children’s literacy 
skills!    

One of the highlights for many of the children this year were our visits to the theatre. We were 
keen to provide opportunities for the children to see stories being told in different ways and we 
were very fortunate that the APA put on a wide variety of shows across the year; from the 
classic The Tiger Who Came To Tea, to a more modern tale, The Incredible Book Eating Boy 
and even the chance for the children to participate in creating a story through the company 
acting out an improvised story based on the children’s suggestions. We were delighted when 
some of our children were willing to be risk-takers and went onto the stage to become part of 
the show! 

Through the different Units of Inquiry the children worked on developing many of the 
approaches to learning. They thoroughly enjoyed the two units that had a major science 
element – How the World Works where we explored life cycles and how living things change; 
and Who We Are where we looked at how we can combine using our senses with other 
approaches to find out more about the world. The children were able to use their observation 
skills and also many of the research skills to collect and make sense of a range of information. 

As well as our trips to the theatre the children were provided with a range of experiences to 
further their understanding in exciting ways including a visit from Goatee Toni who shared a 
number of his animals with the children allowing them to touch them and observe how they 
moved. We also went on a trip to Sai Kung to explore how the places people live can be 
different to our own homes. It was lovely that many of the children’s parents volunteered to join 
us thus enabling the children to share their observations and ask and answer questions in 
smaller groups. 

During our unit on Sharing the Planet the children began to consider how people use the earth’s 
resources and the impact misuse could have in the future. The children all wrote pledges 
committing themselves to responsible use of such resources as water, electricity and paper. 
Many parents reported that their children had attempted to raise the family’s awareness on such 
issues and encouraged them all to be more aware of how they used the resources. 

A very busy and successful first year for our students with many rich learning experiences 
which have laid down a strong foundation for future learning. 

Success for Every Child

Year One 
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Year Two 

The Year 2 have had a really exciting year this year! 
In our first Unit of Inquiry we looked at ‘How we 
Organize Ourselves’. We inquired into the different 
systems we have in school to help us and then we 
looked into how transport systems are organized so 
that they help to move people around. At the end of 
the unit we planned a trip from KJS to The Peak but 
because of the ‘Occupy Central’ movement we were 
unable to take our planned route so we sent our EAs 
instead! They kept 

u s u p d a t e d a t 
regular intervals with videos and photos throughout their trip 
so we were able to solve any problems they encountered 
along the way.  

 
Our next inquiry involved looking into ‘How We Express 
Ourselves’. We looked at the similarities and differences of 
cultural practices within the KJS community. Experts were 

invited into our classrooms 
to share their traditions and 
we used this knowledge to 
help us become more open-minded, with a view to 
understanding each other better. For our own personal 
inquiry we thought about what was important to us and we 
planned and organized our own celebration based on those 
beliefs. The unit came to an exciting end on ‘Celebration Day’ 
where we all got dressed up, played games and got to eat 
delicious food! 

Term two started off with an inquiry into personal, physical, 
mental and social well-being and how these are affected by 
the choices we make. We invited different members of the 
community into school to show us different types of well-
being. Activities included yoga, rugby, dance, drama, 
running, nutrition, karate and Tae Kwon Do.  

Highlights of our ‘Sharing the Planet’ unit included a trip to 
the Lions Park and the Flower Market where we were able to 
buy our own plants. Every class worked with Paul the 
gardener to plant their own seeds which were lovingly looked 
after and gave us practical opportunities for measuring as we 
kept a plant journal.  

Pushes and pulls were the focus for us as scientists in our ‘How the World Works’ unit. In 
Discovery Time we played with lots of different toys to identify the forces in place and the effects 
that forces have on objects. Our last unit of the year was looking at how the past is connected 
to present day. We used our questioning skills to find out about our family history by 
interviewing our parents and grandparents. It was amazing to find out that some games have 
been around for years! 
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Year Three 
What a busy and exciting year our Year 3 students had this year, with many highlights along the 
way!  In term one, during our first Unit of Inquiry, ‘Who We Are’, we thought very carefully about 
developing roles and responsibilities within the classroom. We also had a brilliant time during the 

week we went sailing to Hebe Haven, and 
developed our understanding of the different 
parts of the boats. We then applied this 
knowledge taking the boats out on the water 
and only a few of us ended up getting wet!!  
We had the opportunity to develop our self 
confidence, challenge ourselves and think 
about how we needed to work as a team. 

During term two we really thought about how 
communities develop and what are essential 
services.  The ‘How we Organize Ourselves’ 
unit really challenged us to think about cause 
and connection.  During our visit to Peng 
Chau,  we looked at how the community was 

organized and had the opportunity to read 
maps and look at essential services.   Back in school we then applied everything we had learned 
to create our own communities. 

Term 3 was a real contrast of Units of Inquiry.   
During the ‘Sharing the Planet’ unit we thought 
very carefully about the impact of water on 

commun i t i es 
and how this 
c a n r e a l l y 
have an effect 
o n h o w 
people live.  
We engaged 
in a ‘locked 
tap day’. This 
was where we 
could only use one taps to get our water supply from and only 
use on bottle of water for the entire day.  We also had a visit to 
‘Crossroads’ and collected things to help make a difference to 
people with less than us in Hong Kong.  In contrast during the 
‘How we Express Ourselves’ unit allowed us to really think 
about the different ways in which we communicate. Chunky 
Onion theatre group came into school and as well as this lots 
of other teachers got involved with activities and we had 
sessions in appreciating a wide range of visual and performing 
arts.  

WOW, it really has been a busy but amazing year for Y3. 
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Year Four 
Curriculum enhancement in Year 4 this year has taken many forms. We have had a number of 
visiting experts and off-site visits including Marcel Pusey from Bassistry and a some great trips 
to the Hong Kong Science and History museums as well as a visit to the SPCA in Wan Chai.  

Our Sharing the Planet unit has literally been brought to life in the Year 4 shared area with the 
addition of five hamsters, two Madagascan hissing 
cockroaches and a Californian corn snake. Daniel 
Peters brought his menagerie of snakes, spiders, 
geckos and scorpions for the students to observe and 
in some cases handle, prompting much excitement 
and further learning. 

Our camp was once again held at the Sai Kung 
Outdoor Recreation 
Centre. This was the 
first experience of 
spending time as 
group away from 
school and family for 
many of our students 

and the value of being away showed strongly in the 
confidence and independence the students developed over 
the three days, and has continued to have impact for students 
throughout the rest of the year. Activities included archery, a 
rope course, and hike to Trio Beach and some investigation of 

wildlife habitats. 

In Engl ish and 
Maths, focused 
use of data helped 
identify students 
with additional needs at both ends of the academic 
spectrum and allowed teachers to set targets within 
classes as well as organise withdrawal and 
extension 
g r o u p s 
across the 
y e a r 
group. As 
a team of 

teachers, we have worked together on the teaching 
of reading and writing this year, employing new 
strategies to develop students’ own awareness of their 
strengths and next steps as agents in their own 
learning.  

This has been a great Year 4, both as a cohort of 
students and as a team of teachers and EAs. It has been a privilege to work with them and I 
wish all the students the very best as they continue their learning at KJS. 
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Year Five 
What an exciting year it’s been for Year 5 students and teachers! This year our Year 5’s 
were involved in some fantastic learning opportunities, both in and outside the school.  

If asked what their favourite memory 
from this year has been, many of our 
students will tell you that their Wong Yi 
Chau camping experience and the 
Sailing Day at Hebe Haven were both 
highlights. Both of these excursions 
allowed the students to develop new 
s k i l l s s u c h a s r a f t - b u i l d i n g , 
orienteering, setting up their own tents, 
capsizing a boat and water safety just 
to name a few.  

A highlight from our Units of Inquiry was definitely the “How the World Works’ unit where 
students had the opportunity to be the ‘Scientist of 
the Day’ and share their love of science and 
investigation with the class. Another feature of our 
inquiries was the unit “How We Organise 
Ourselves.” Students had to learn about and 
create their own business where the summative 
task was to sell their products or services to the 
KJS student community at the Market Day. There 
are certainly some future savvy business people 
in this year group!  

Along with these opportunities students have also 
been involved in other units where they have 
further developed their skills, conceptual understandings, attitudes and profile attributes 
and have taken meaningful action along the way. The students’ dedication, creativity and 
resilience in the face of new and exciting challenges were a joy to see. The Year 5 
teachers are extremely proud of the students’ accomplishments during the year. 
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Year Six 
The 2014-2015 academic year has been a highly successful and enjoyable one for all of us 
involved in Year 6 at KJS. 

Year 6 is often, and quite correctly, seen as 
the transition year, a last chance to be a 
primary school student with the anticipation 
of the “big school” looming on the horizon.  
While that was certainly the case for some of 
the students this year we are proud to say 
that we also made the year engaging and 
exciting enough for the learners that they 
were happy to be part of KJS for as long as 
possible. 

The year started strongly with the ‘Bring Your 
Own Device’ initiative continuing on from 
previous years.  The children designed a set 
of expectations for behaviour of those who 
were bringing devices to school and very 
soon devices were prevalent, from the iPod Touch to the Android tablet right up to the fully 

fledged laptop computer, we were wired for work and 
ready to research. 

Another unit allowed the students to explore the various 
systems of governance common around the world and 
then to focus on the elements common to those 
systems.  This matched up with the Occupy movement 
that was happening at the time and that gave learners a 
really interesting perspective, as a citizen inside a city 
which was questioning its own governmental system!  It 
was also an opportunity for us to use Minecraft EDU as a 
tool for modelling simple societies, allowing the students 
to try out their theories regarding governance. 

Now we like challenge in Year 6, it keeps us on our toes, but there was one challenge that we 
were not really anticipating and that was the challenge of Year 6 Camp.  From storm force 
winds which disabled one of the camp sites, via Spartan facilities to the 3a.m. rainstorm that 
flooded our tents it was challenge all the way.  
However, we prevailed and returned to KJS a 
stronger, closer group. 

The year ended with the triumph of Exhibition.  
Exhibition is six weeks of student led, student 
designed and student reported learning which just 
keeps getting better and better.  The learning was 
deep, the children were passionate and the action 
taken was real.  All in all it was a fitting way to round 
of what was an outstanding year for the top of the 
school. 

All the teachers from Year 6, and beyond, wish our 
leavers all the very best in their new adventures in 
secondary learning.  
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The Primary Years Program 
One of the main foci for the 2014-2015 school year has been around the concept of agency, when 
learning involves the activity and the initiative of the learner. 

At KJS we have continued to work on developing our written curriculum and making our 
Programme of Inquiry stronger and more trans-disciplinary. Since the introduction of the ESF 
Scope and Sequence documents for both Language and Maths in 2014 we have created more 
streamlined ways of ensuring that as much of Maths and Language outcomes are being 
authentically addressed through our Units of Inquiry. We have created new ways to track our 
outcomes ensuring that over the course of the academic year each is being addressed through 
the written, taught and assessed curriculum. A new collaborative planning template has been 
created which teams are now using during weekly collaboration meetings. This template ensures 
that we are addressing the needs of our students through engaging, relevant and challenging 
tasks where students are being made aware of what they are learning, why they are learning it 
and how they will know they’ve been successful. Planning in this way allows us to continue to 
strive towards agency in that our students are becoming more cognisant of what they are doing 
and why.  

The Year 6 PYP Exhibition at KJS continues to grow stronger as we seek to provide students with 
the skills and dispositions needed to become agents of in their own learning. As with all 
exhibitions we continue to strive towards sustainable action and this year that was a supported 
with the first ever NGO event, held at Kowloon Junior School. This was a highly successful event 
where 16 NGO’s from all over Hong Kong came to talk to 100’s of Year 5 and 6 students from 
across the ESF schools. The aim of the event was to set up sustainable relationships whereby our 
students can truly make a difference within and outside our community of Hong Kong.  

In line with our overall school goal of developing learner agency, a CPD day was held whereby 
teachers were able to participate in a series of workshops with the goal of continuing to develop 
our understanding of ‘learner agency’. Workshops were held around the areas of assessment and 
data, self and peer assessment, learning intentions and success criteria and feedback for 
learning. This day was a resounding success and as a result of the positive feedback we held an 
additional workshop the following week during our regular staff meeting time.  

While we did not have an opportunity to have Kath Murdoch visit us again in the 2014-2015 
academic year we continued to 
embed the work she had begun with 
us. The ‘split screen’ approach 
became a teaching tool that was 
used throughout the school as a 
way to further develop learner 
agency. Using this approach also 
enabled teachers to see how the 
Approaches to Learning (skills) 
could be used across the disciplines 
in a truly authentic way.  

Dawn Doucette 
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Mathematics 
“In the IB Primary Years Programme (PYP), mathematics is also viewed as a vehicle to support 
inquiry, providing a global language through which we make sense of the world around us. It is 
intended that students become competent users of the language of mathematics, and can 
begin to use it as a way of thinking, as opposed to seeing it as a series of facts and equations 

to be memorized.” (IB Mathematics Scope and Sequence P1, 2009) 

The school year 2014/15 has seen further development of Mathematics at Kowloon 
Junior School and has benefited from the recommendations of the ESF Maths 

review. The key areas for improvement of more challenge for students, 
developing their problem solving skills, developing their deeper conceptual 

understandings and promoting consistency in Maths learning across the 
school  has been the focus of the subject’s development through the year. 

 The subject’s teaching and learning has improved through a better application 
of the constructing meaning, transferring meaning and applying with 

understanding model. The Maths Leader has worked with 
the teaching teams within the school to develop pedagogy 

and the curriculum through running Maths workshops and staff 
training sessions. Internal CPD sessions on differentiation and 

the development of rich tasks have widened teachers’ skill set to 
progress success for every child in Maths. Community involvement in 
Maths has been supported by good attendance at the Maths Parents’ 
Workshop on using technology in the home to support Maths. 
Teaching teams are using the ESF Maths curriculum documents 
including the Scope and Sequence, Rubrics and Reportable Outcomes documents as well as 
pedagogical texts such as ‘Teaching Primary Mathematics’ Booker,Bond,Sparrow, Swan 2010. 
A Maths planner has been developed and introduced to ensure consistency in a conceptual 
approach to learning and teaching in Maths.  It is expected that this will be fully in place for the 
academic year 2015/16.  Teachers are also committed to daily ‘number maintenance’ sessions 
to ensure students’ procedural fluency strengthens. 

Students have successfully used Maths when taking action, for example several of the Year 6 
Exhibition groups used Maths a an integral part of their inquiry cycle, especially collecting data, 
and the Year 5 students set up bake sales to raise funds for charity. A team of students 
participated in The Hong Kong Tournament of Minds competition, working independently and 
creatively to solve a Maths Engineering problem. 

Teachers remain committed to developing the use of ‘rich learning tasks’ and a rich task forum 
met regularly, using online resources from sites such as NRICH to develop a greater 
understanding of the ‘low threshold, high ceiling’ task to differentiate and extend learning. This 
has led to the curating of a library of rich assessment tasks to feed 
into the ESF rich task library which is being currently developed. 
  Students continue to explore Mathematics through authentic links 
with their units of inquiry with great success.   

“Maths is a subject that is clearly liked and valued by students.”  

(ESF Maths Review March 2014) 

 
Paul Anderson 
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Language - English 

There	  has	  been	  a	  lot	  of	  CPD	  in	  the	  area	  of	  literacy	  over	  the	  past	  year.	  

The	   teachers	   par7cipated	   in	   a	  whole	   day	   of	   training	   around	   reading,	   which	   included	  what	   a	   balanced	  
reading	  programme	  was.	  Specifically	  zooming	  into	  a	  guided	  reading	  session,	  how	  to	  break	  and	  plan	  for	  it	  
in	  three	  parts,	  looking	  at	  before,	  during	  and	  aBer	  reading	  strategies.	  	  Teachers	  were	  given	  the	  opportunity	  
to	  read,	  discuss	  and	  plan	  for	  next	  steps.	   	  Different	  planning	  sheets	  were	   looked	  at	  with	  the	  expecta7on	  
that	   teachers	   were	   going	   to	   trial	   ways	   of	   planning	   for	   weekly	   reading	   that	   suited	   their	   level	   and	  
themselves	  as	  professionals.	  Strategies	  for	  EAL	  children	  around	  ac7va7ng	  and	  making	  connec7ons	  to	  prior	  
knowledge	  were	  also	   introduced.	  Reading	   comprehension	   strategies	  were	  unpacked	  and	  discussed	  and	  
ways	  of	  teaching	  these	  using	  the	  Gradual	  Release	  method	  and	  a	  modelling	  book.	  

Wri7ng	  CPD	  was	  also	  held	  across	  the	  year	   in	  staff	  mee7ngs,	  star7ng	  with	  “What	   is	  Good	  Wri7ng?”,	  and	  
introducing	  the	  hexagons,	  which	  are	  based	  on	  the	  Scope	  and	  Sequence	  tool.	   	  This	  along	  with	  the	  use	  of	  
highlighters	   is	   to	  encourage	  student	  agency,	  so	  each	  child	  knows	  what	  they	  were	  doing	  well,	  what	  they	  
need	  to	  work	  on	  and	  where	  to	  next	  and	  are	  able	  to	  verbalise	   this.	   	  Teachers	  are	  using	  the	  hexagons	   in	  
their	  classes.	   	  Educa7onal	  Assistants	  were	  also	  trained	  over	  five	  sessions	  on	  how	  to	  use	  these	  tools	  and	  
how	   to	   conference	   with	   the	   children	   around	   their	   individual	   goals,	   using	   the	   highlighters,	   geOng	   the	  
children	   to	   ar7culate	   their	   goals	   and	   giving	  wriPen	   feedback.	   	   The	   other	  wri7ng	   staff	  mee7ngs	   topics	  
included;	  A	  Balanced	  Wri7ng	  Programme	  and	  Unpacking	  the	  Six	  Traits	  of	  Wri7ng.	  	  This	  is	  leading	  towards	  
whole	  school	  modera7on	  of	  wri7ng	  based	  on	  these	  six	  traits	  that	  are	  in	  every	  piece	  of	  wri7ng.	  	  	  

The	  school	  feedback,	  handwri7ng,	  and	  literacy	  policies	  have	  been	  updated.	  

Books	   to	   assist	   with	   the	   teaching	   of	   reading	   comprehension	   strategies,	   reading	   and	   the	  mechanics	   of	  
wri7ng,	  and	  picture	  books	  that	  support	  the	  teaching	  of	  the	  Six	  Traits	  have	  also	  been	  purchased.	  

Reading	   libraries,	   games,	   ear	   phones	   and	   cushions	   for	   class	   libraries	   have	   also	   been	  purchased	   for	   the	  
Year	  2	  teachers.	  

Reading	  buPerflies	  have	  been	  introduced	  and	  are	  being	  used	  by	  staff,	  to	  assist	  with	  guided	  reading.	   	  This	  
is	   same	   concept	   as	   the	   hexagons,	   where	   skills	   at	   each	   reading	   level	   have	   been	  made	   explicit	   and	   the	  
teachers	  use	  these	  to	  make	  the	  learning	  clear,	  to	  set	  group	  targets,	  and	  to	  inform	  their	  teaching	  and	  the	  
children	  know	  their	  reading	  goal.	  Reading	  comprehension	  strategies	  are	  at	  the	  side	  of	  this	  to	  also	  guide	  
teaching	  and	  learning.	  

School	  wide	  gathering	  of	  reading	  data	  has	  been	  started,	  where	  each	  teacher	  records	  and	  tracks	  individual	  
children	   three	  7mes	   over	   the	   year.	   This	   then	   gets	   collated	   as	   a	   team,	   so	   children	  who	   are	   not	  making	  
progress,	   	  G&T	  children,	  or	  any	  CPD	  that	  may	  be	  required	  for	  teachers	  or	   	  teams	  is	  iden7fied,	  then	  as	  a	  
school	  we	  can	  formulate	  next	  steps	  and	  strengths.	  

Teachers	  have	  access	  to	  the	  literacy	  coordinator	  if	  they	  need	  support,	  and	  currently	  the	  system	  being	  used	  
is	  where	   two	   teams	   are	   supported	  over	   a	   term,	   on	   alternate	  weeks.	   	   So	  modelling	   and	   co-‐teaching	   in	  
classes	  is	  happening	  to	  improve	  the	  teaching	  of	  literacy	  and	  for	  sustainability	  of	  prac7ce	  

Lisa Kaye
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Learning Technology 
During the 2014/15 year, developing the 
use of Mac specific programs which are 
now available to use in the multimedia 
room has been a priority and it benefited 
from generous financial support from the 
PTA. In this space we have focussed on 
creativity and throughout the year many 
students have worked hard to create 
movies, music, websites and interactive 
stories. 

As well as this we have been introducing 
games-based learning into appropriate 
units to enhance learning engagements 
through simulations and experiences 
which would have been difficult to achieve 
in the ‘real’ world. A group of Year 6 
students that went to the Teaching and 
Learning Expo were knowledgeable when 
discussing and sharing their learning about 
government systems through the use of a special Minecraft platform. 

We have continued with our subscriptions to Encyclopedia Britannica Schools, Oddizzi and Brainpop 
which can all be accessed through SPLAT. These sites all 
contain age appropriate information and Oddizzi also 
allows classes to connect with children around the world.  

KJS utilises the Google education apps and these form 
the basis of how we encourage our students to develop 
communication and collaboration skills as digital citizens. 
Eportfolios were trialed in lots of classes and they will be 
rolled out across Years 4-6 in the future. KJS invested in 
Chromebook laptops for Years 3 to 6 to further reduced 
the student to device ratios, giving access to technology 
as and when teachers and students deem necessary. In 
September KJS hosted a Google Apps for Education 
summit and many teachers took the opportunity to 
develop their Google skills which further enhanced the 
use of technology in the school. 

In addition to this training, teachers have been working to develop their use of technology to support the 
units of inquiry. Year 4-6 teachers took advantage of weekly technology drop-in sessions to up-skill in 
movie making, animation and Googling! 

Year 1 and 2 children worked with i-pads and laptops to learn the ICT skills that they will need to 
collaborate, create and communicate as they move up 
through the school. They enjoyed making ebooks, 
practising sending emails, playing educational games 
and learning how to use powerpoint. In term three KJS 
purchased a class set of laptops to help teach these 
skills to our younger students. 

Heather Darling 

Success for Every Child
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Success for Every Child

Special Educational Needs  
  

The Individual Needs (IN) Team continues to build upon the historical successes of the 
department while building our capacity to support the school’s vision ‘Success for Every Child. 

The current, internationally accepted, best practice in Special Educational Needs is a tiered 
model, of graduated response to need.  Within Kowloon Junior School we endeavour to provide 
academic and social/emotional support for students in a progressively escalating manner – in 
response to presenting needs.   

Tier 1 - In Class Support and Differentiation  
We provide quality teaching in the first circumstance for all students.  Students requiring a minor 
amount of support would be catered for at a Tier 1 level.  At this level,  the class teacher will 
provide differentiated instruction and/or make minor adaptations allowing for optimal learning 
engagements for students with mild support needs.   

Tier 2  - Interventions  
In some cases, students with more significant attainment gaps require enhanced efforts to boost 
and consolidate those skills which are essential for accessing the Programme of Inquiry at KJS. 
In response to these types of learning needs, the Individual Needs Department will collaborate 
with the English as an Additional Language (EAL) Specialist, class teachers and curriculum co-
ordinators and deliver a time specific, small group intervention.    

In 2014/2015 KJS offered small group support for speaking and listening, literacy, maths and 
social emotional skills.  Examples of these interventions are:  

• The WELLCOMM, Speaking and Listening programme,   
• Reading Rockets  
• Writer's Workshop  
• Springboard Maths 
• Social/Emotional Skills Programme (Friends Club and the Emotional Literacy Support programme) 

Students who participated on these programmes all made personal progress and many students 
made such significant progress that small group intervention was no longer required.   

Tier 3 – Individualized Support Planning and/or Involvement of Therapeutic Specialists  
On occasion, a small group of students benefit from intensive, on-going, personalized support 
that may or may not involve input from specialists  (Speech and Language Therapists, 
Occupational Therapists, and/or Educational Psychologists).  At this level, KJS endeavours to 
provided support plans and intensive accommodations for for students with a diagnosis of 
specific learning disabilities, developmental delays/disorders, language delays/disorders, social/
emotional Issues amongst others.  The Individual Needs Department will coordinate in-school 
support, liaise with outside specialists and facilitate access to therapies as much as possible.   

In 2014/2015, KJS invested in this level of provision by purchasing five Mac laptop computers to 
allow for access to voice-to-text technology and specialised dyslexia programming for diagnosed 
students.  The department was also allocated 10 new iPads, allowing for students to access on-
line reading programmes (RAZ Kids) and specialised educational applications.   

The IN Team also brought on board a Speech and Language Therapist (SLT) who works with 
students on a private contractual basis once or twice a week.  Arrangements were made for an 
Occupational Therapist (OT) to begin working at KJS, one day a week in 2015/2016 – on a 
similar, private, contractual basis.                                                                   

Jacqueline Stewart 
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Success for Every Child

Visual  Arts 
  

One event shared within the school and the community 
that promoted arts was the “The Big Draw”. Families in 
KJS community attended the Saturday session, where 
all participants were invited to draw and create art on a 
shared giant piece of paper. A variety of materials from 
pencils to markers and charcoal was used to allow 
students responses to the theme, “It’s Our World”. This 
events are for everyone, especially those who love to 
draw. It was great to see families drawing together. The 
“How we Express Ourselves” unit in each year group 
involved art appreciation and skill development.  
Learning experiences included drawing, painting, fibre, 
sculpture and 3D forms. Many of these units ended in 
an exhibition where parents and the school community 
were invited to be an audience. 

During the past year, the use of sketchbooks have been encouraged to give more depth 
to the art and academic learning experiences. The use of sketchbooks will give to 

opportunity to build skills in 
conceptual thinking, problem 
solving, aesthetics and visual 
literacy. 

Several visits to the Art 
Museum were also a great 
opportunity create an 
interactive exploration  to 
support student appreciation of 
the Arts. 

Weekly art sessions, “Art 
Afternoons”,  were offered to 
KJS staff to upgrade skills and 
be involved in various visual 
arts experiences. 

John McArthur 
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Physical Education 

Physical Education (PE) in Kowloon Junior School focuses on developing children’s 
confidence and skills through physical activity. It is a practical subject which allows all 
children, irrespective of age, gender and culture, opportunities for participation, enjoyment 
and success. We aim to promote a life-long enjoyment of sport and physical activity. 

The Physical Education curriculum continues to 
develop. The PE department has been able to 
utilise fully the variety of learning spaces 
available and as a result enhance the learning 
opportunities for our students. Our Gymnastics 
programme in particular is now well embedded 
in the PE curriculum and we are seeing great 
improvements in our student’s physical 
development and confidence in physical 
education. 

We had record numbers of children participate 
in the ECA sports programme this year. The huge number of sports activities available to 

students were always fully subscribed 
highlighting the positive value placed on 
physical activity at KJS. The challenge last 
year was to look at new ways to satisfy the 
growing number of students who want to be a 
part of KJS extra-curricular sport. Extension 
clubs were formed during school time to meet 
this challenge and allow more students the 
opportunity to participate.  

Our sports teams performed well in a number 
of inter primary competitions including netball, 

football, tag and touch rugby, aquathon, cross 
country and basketball. Our cricket team 
again performed particularly well to 
defend their trophy at this year’s inter 
primary cricket tournament. New events 
were added to the inter-primary sport 
calendar including a very successful 
cross country event held at KGV jointly 
organized by KJS and Peak School. 

Ian Riddell 

Success for Every Child
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Success for Every Child

Access Centre 
Over the last two years, ESF has been using the ESF LSC Capability Review 
Framework to examine teaching and learning in the Learning Support Classes at each of 
the ESF schools.  In preparation for this review, the staff at our school completed a self-
evaluation of the quality of provision for the students who are members of our Access 
Centre.  Following the completion of this self-evaluation, a review team came to visit the 
Access Centre.  The members of this review team visited classrooms, reviewed 
documentation, and met with SLT, staff and parents.  Based on the evidence, the review 
team prepared a report which listed commendations as well as recommendations. 

The report listed 18 commendations regarding the quality of provision.  A few of these 
commendations are listed below. 

1. The Access Centre is a wonderful space with extensive resources to meet the needs of 
students. 

2. Staff and students across the school value and respect the students in the Access 
Centre. 

3. Teaching within the Access Centre is very well planned, organized and highly structured. 

4. Student are provided with a wide range of meaningful learning opportunities within the 
Access Centre. 

5. Students from the mainstream also utilize the Access Centre and view it as a nurturing 
and secure environment.    

The vast majority of the recommendations were the usual items which are integral to 
every school’s on-going support of 
students with diverse needs. 

While the LSC Review was a major 
focus for the school year, staff and 
students were also involved in other 
activities designed to support the wider 
community.  KJS students enjoyed 
suppor t ing JCSRS’s Chr is tmas 
Program, Sports Day, and Walkathon.  
This year we also had two Hong Kong 
Bap t i s t Un ive rs i t y educa t iona l 
psychology majors complete their 
internship at our school.  The Access 
Centre Team look forward to future 
opportunities afforded by the formation 
of the Kowloon Learning Campus. 

Mary Briggs 
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Language - Chinese 
Chinese is an integral part of the IB PYP 
curriculum at KJS. Students throughout the 
school have access to the learning of the 
language. While Chinese is generally taught as 
a stand-alone subject, efforts are made 
wherever possible to make pertinent links to 
Units of Inquiry (UOIs). Emphasis has been 
placed on developing children's language 
confidence and communication skills through 
purposeful and engaging activities. The Chinese 
Department strives to make the learning and 
teaching of the language relevant to students’ 
daily lives with outcomes based on the ESF wide 
Chinese scope and sequence. While there is no 
regrouping of our Y1 students for Chinese 
lesson, children are grouped into 2 pathways 
namely near-mother tongue pathway and non-
mother tongue pathway from Y2 to Y6 
depending on their language ability and 

background. With speaking and listening serving 
as the foundation of language, emphasis is also 
placed on reading and writing in order to 
strengthen students' language literacy.  

To ensure effective progress and achievement, 
regular assessments are made in all three 
language strands i.e: oral, visual and written 
Chinese. As an integrated part of the lesson, ICT 
is built into our program. This year the use of ICT 
has been further promoted through an enhanced 
use of iPad in the Chinese classrooms throughout 
the school. Furthermore while our weekly home 
reading has been promoted in upper school 
classes, the online reading has also been 
successful. The ESF wide Y6 Chinese benchmark 
test result reflects positively on the level of our 
students’ Chinese achievement. 

Ning Duan

Success for Every Child
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Music and the Arts 

The year was an interesting year for the Arts in KJS. We have expanded  extracurricular provision in 
music and we have added a thriving Chinese Orchestra with Guzheng, Dixi, Erhu and percussion 
and a Beatbox group which is led by local musician 
‘Heartgrey’ who is currently the Asian Champion. We 
also set up group provision in violin and in percussion 
which has enabled students to get a taste for different 
types and styles of music. The department is also 
supporting many music tutors who teach on site and after 
school in various instruments including all brass 
instruments and wind instruments as well as strings. 
These professional musicians add an extra aspect to the 
Performing Arts which will improve standards and act as 
role models for students. Many of the tutors performed in 
Assemblies in order to raise awareness of their services 
and also so students could see how fabulous 
professional musicians perform on stage. 
It has been a busy year in the Performing Arts this year with a number of high profile performances 

for both the parents and the wider community. 
Members of our orchestra played at the annual ESF 
primary orchestral day and this was hosted at KJS 
and was a highly successful event held in 
November. Our Choir performed Christmas songs 
and carols at Festival Walk and did a fabulous job of 
entertaining the shoppers. The Christmas concert 
was interesting showing the diversity of student’s 
interests and talents and introducing parents to 
some of the different ensembles that have been 
added in KJS. 
This was followed by an Easter concert which was a 
showcase for our extracurricular programme and 
choirs, Chinese Orchestra, Beatbox group, 
Orchestra, String Quartet, Brass group and 

percussion band who performed to great acclaim. In 
addition to this individuals have performed solos and compositions from the class work in school 
assemblies on a weekly basis. Year 1 performed a Musical show in the third term based on their 
‘Stoytelling’ Unit. The drama club performed various 
short plays to the parents in term 2 and we have had a 
number of visiting artists and musicians holding 
workshops for our students, including a concert 
violinist, a Musical Theatre company, and a local 
drama Company and some rock musicians from the 
U.K. 
In Term two KJS Performed at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hall in Wanchai with the ESF Combined 
choirs there were over 800 students in the event 
and it was a spectacular event with some 
fabulous and diverse music which students 
interpreted really well. The whole event was spectacular and I fully expect the Arts to go 
from strength to strength next year with more shows on the agenda. 

Stephen Davenport

Success for Every Child
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Stakeholder Survey 

The KJS Stakeholder Survey was conducted in May 2014. All parents, teachers, support staff and 

students in Years 5 and 6 were invited to respond to the survey.  

Total respondents were as follows:  

236 parents  

51 teaching staff 

4 support staff 

162 students 

All respondents were invited to rate a series of statements about the school, school operations and 
teaching and learning against a 4 point scale: 

1. Strongly Agree 2. Agree 3. Disagree 4. Strongly Disagree 

Responses in the Agree and Strongly Agree categories are recorded as positive responses. 

Disagree and Strongly Disagree are negative responses. 

Overall the message was encouraging, with a positive response rate of over 75% to all questions 
by all stakeholder groups. Over half the questions asked received a positive response of over 85%. 

Some of the positive aspects of school operations that were highlighted in the survey included: 

• The personal, social and emotional support given to students. 

• The enthusiastic teaching team. 

• Communication with parents 

• The new school facilities and resources. 

• The strength of the school’s guiding statements (Vision, Mission, Values). 

Areas that have been highlighted for development include: 

• A revision of the processes for informing parents of their child’s progress. 

• Clarification of homework expectations.  

Success for Every Child
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Student Achievement 

In 2014-2015 the standardised assessment programme at KJS comprised the following tasks: 

Years 1 & 2 PIPS Performance Indicators in Primary Schools 

Years 3 & 6 INCAS Interactive Computerised Assessment System 

Years 4 & 6 ISA International Schools Assessment 

The data received from these assessments are standardised against an international cohort. 
Teachers use the information to confirm the progress of individual students and to track trends in 
order to identify strengths and areas for development. The results outlined below illustrate the 
achievements of the cohorts concerned: 

Students achieving at expectative level will be working at their chronological age (C.A.).  

The table above shows the mean ISA scale scores for KJS, the full ISA cohort (i.e. all students 
worldwide who took the assessment) and the ESF cohort for each year group and each curriculum 
area. Writing is split into Narrative (i.e. a story, either imaginary or based on experience) and 
Exposition (i.e. a piece of writing setting out ideas on a proposition). 

Success for Every Child

These tables show the 
mean PIPS scores for 
KJS in Y1 and Y2, the 
full CEM cohort (all 
students worldwide who 

took the assessment) and 
the ESF cohort for each 
year group and each 
curriculum area.
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Financial Summary 2014-15 

Success for Every Child


