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“Success for Every Child”

Y1 Unit Overview
How We Express Ourselves 

In their third unit, the Year 1 students are inquiring into the central idea, “Imagination can be shared 
through storytelling.” 
The three lines of inquiry for this unit are:

• Storytelling (form)
• How our imagination leads to storytelling (causation)

• Devices storytellers use (function)
They inquired into the big ideas that stories can be told in different ways and have a common 
structure; that storytellers use their imaginations and ideas to create stories; and that there are 
different techniques that storytellers use to engage and entertain an audience (i.e. tone of voice, 
props, pace, gestures). Through all of these inquiries students developed their knowledge of what it 
means to be courageous and the PYP attitude of creativity.  Students will be able to display both of 
these dispositions as they create their own stories and present them to an audience. Students will 
further develop their ability to communicate through the skills of listening and speaking. They will 
learn what it means to be a respectful audience member and how to communicate a story to an 
audience in engaging ways. 
You may wish to support your child at home in the following ways:

Key vocabulary used in this unit will be: 
creativity, expression, play, imaginative, imagination, story, storytelling, arts, 
communication, music, dance, drama, role-play, story, retell, artist, form, 
causation, perspective, visual art, puppet, theatre, respond, create, beginning, 
middle, end, non-verbal, emotions

This unit will be addressed through the lens of form, causation and function. To 
develop the concept of form talk to your child about the different features of stories. 
Do all stories have characters? Do they all have a beginning, middle and end? To 
address the concept of causation talk to your child about why imagination is important 
to storytellers and how they can use their own imagination to tell stories in creative 
ways. When exploring function you can talk to your child about the different ways 
authors help their stories come to life. Do they use certain words to express an 
emotion, do their illustrations help enhance the story or when they tell the story dow 
their tone and pace give you a picture of what’s happening?

Create stories using different medium: art, writing, song or dance. Go to the theatre 
and watch a story being re-told on stage. Share your favorite childhood story and talk 
about what makes it so special. Read with your child a range of stories and talk about 
how the author used his/her imagination to create the story and make it come alive. 
Brainstorm ideas for stories with your child and help him/her create a storyboard to 
represent one of them. Video tape your child retelling a story. Download story apps 
such as bookcreator, toontastic or superstore and have your child create a story 
online. 

ACTION is a key element of the Primary Years Programme. We are always looking to 
see how children take their learning and apply it independently. This can take many 
forms - from a discussion about the Unit of Inquiry at home initiated by your child, 
role-play or even a request to bring a book or artifact in to school because it relates to 
the work we have been doing in school. Now that you know what the unit is all about 
please keep your eyes open for evidence of action and let us know! Any action that 
you tell us about will be kept as part of your child’s records.

This document is designed to inform you of the learning planned for your child’s next unit of inquiry. In addition we offer you some optional ideas for 
supporting your child at home.

Conceptual questions:

Developing vocabulary:

Fun things to do:

Look for action:


