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“Success for Every Child”

Y6 Unit Overview
SHARING THE PLANET

In their third unit of inquiry, the Year 6 students will inquire into the science strand “Resources and the 
Environment.” The students will explore the concepts of energy and choice through the central idea, “The choices 
we make about energy use have consequences.” They will find out about energy through science experiments, 
investigating the forms of energy, both potential and kinetic. We will explore the different forms of renewable and 
nonrenewable energy sources, making comparisons between them. A feature of this unit will be a visit from the 
CLP 4D Educational Van. Through this unit they will be able to improve their thinking skill, acquisition of 
knowledge as they will gain new scientific vocabulary about energy's forms and sources. Throughout this unit the 
students will explore and research the concept of connection as they will look at the impact on the Earth of using 
renewable and nonrenewable energy sources. Responsibility will be a large focus throughout the unit as students 
will discuss regularly how our choices with energy use can make a difference. The self management skill, 
informed choices will be a feature in the unit as students will be able to critique their personal use of energy and 
what they could do to take more responsibility and action to make a difference. Along with these skills students will 
also develop their understanding of what it means to be a thinker and show commitment for their own learning 
and for the betterment of the planet. 
You may wish to support your child at home in the following ways:

Key vocabulary used in this unit will be: 
conflict, choice, energy consumption, kinetic energy, potential energy, transformation, 
finite, renewable, non-renewable, gravitational energy, mechanical energy, 
sustainability, harnessing energy, transfer, conservation, electricity, conservation, 
commitment
Please consider using your Mother Tongue to develop your child’s 
understanding of these words. 

This unit will be addressed through the lens of form, connection and responsibility.  
Through the concept of form ask your child questions such as how do we know 
something has energy or what are some different forms of energy? When discussing 
connection talk about the consequences of using different forms of energy and how it 
impacts us and other living things on Earth. Through the concept of responsibility ask 
the question, how do our choices, with regards to energy use, make a difference? 
Talking around these concepts in any context will support the work that we are doing 
in school.
 
Begin to collect newspaper articles around different forms of energy and how 
countries make use of different energy sources. Explore issues associated with 
energy consumption and local and global conflicts surrounding energy use. Look at 
the various energy bills you receive in your home and help your child understand how 
energy consumption is measured. Discuss how energy is used and the potential ways 
that your family’s energy consumption can be reduced. Create a family pledge about 
how you will reduce your energy use and how you can measure the impact of that 
pledge. Do some science experiments to explore how energy is transferred from one 
form to another. 

ACTION is a key element of the Primary Years Programme. We are always looking to 
see how children take their learning and apply it independently. This can take many 
forms - from a discussion about the Unit of Inquiry at home initiated by your child, 
role-play or even a request to bring a book or artifact in to school because it relates to 
the work we have been doing in school. Now that you know what the unit is all about 
please keep your eyes open for evidence of action and let us know!

Conceptual questions:

Developing vocabulary:

Fun things to do together:

Look for action:

This document is designed to inform you of the learning planned for your child’s next unit of inquiry. In addition we offer you some optional ideas for 
supporting your child at home.



“Success for Every Child”

Alongside the key concepts, attitudes, learner profile attributes and action elements of the Primary Years Programme there 
is a body of knowledge that will be taught during the course of each unit. The main learning outcomes are outlined below 
for your reference. The childrenʼs understanding of each objective is assessed before each planned learning experience in 
order for us to pitch the work according to your childʼs ability and needs: 

MATHS
The outcomes that will compliment out unit of inquiry in maths are:
• Collect, organize and represents statistical data (including bar, pie, line graphs and tree diagrams)
• Estimate, compare and measure objects using standard units of measurement:
• length, perimeter, mass, capacity, area, volume and temperature
• Interpret and compare a range of data displays, including side-by-side column graphs

We will also be doing a maths unit about fractions, addressing the following outcomes:
Understand the relationship and convert between common fractions, decimal fractions and percentages

• Find percentages of numbers or quantities with and without a calculator
• Simplify fractions in mental and written form
• Solve problems involving addition and subtraction of common fractions with the same or related 

denominators
• Convert improper fractions to mixed numbers and vice versa
• Read, write and solve problems involving ratio

SCIENCE and SOCIAL STUDIES
The outcomes being address in science throughout this unit and the corresponding concepts are as follows:
• There are different forms of energy: chemical, kinetic, potential, mechanical, heat, light, sound and 

magnetic (form)
• Energy can be transformed from one form to another (form)
• Energy can be conserved and used efficiently. (energy conservation is the act of using less energy or 

saving energy; energy efficiency describes products and action that use less energy due to advanced 
technology and equipment) (responsibility)

• There are renewable and nonrenewable sources of energy and both can be used to generate electricity. 
(connection)

ENGLISH:
The genre of procedural writing will frame our work on writing throughout this unit, with a particular focus on 
newspaper reports and scientific procedures. During this learning students will be taught how to find, record 
and organise information from a variety of sources. To support their research skills students will find out 
how to properly site the sources they use as well as be able to recognise what makes a source of 
information valid. The work we do in reading will compliment the work we do in writing. Students will be 
working on reading strategies that will support them in synthesising information from a variety of sources. 
They will continue their work on annotating information as they read and paraphrasing it in their own words. 
The speaking and listening work we do will compliment our unit of inquiry. Students will be devising survey 
questions around energy use, gathering and interpreting the data. With the viewing and presenting strand 
we will continue to explore a wide variety of multi-modal texts as well as using information graphics to gain 
specific information to support our research. 

Your child will learn best of all when school and home work as a team. If you have any questions at all 
please do not hesitate to contact us.


