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“Success for Every Child”

Y4 Unit Overview
How We Organise Ourselves 

In their second unit of inquiry the year four students will inquire into the Social Studies strand, ‘Human Systems’ through 
the central idea “People create systems to help them communicate.” They will explore this central idea through the 
related concepts of communication and systems. 
The lines of inquiry for this unit are:
• Systems of signs (function)
• Why do these systems exist (causation)
• Our interactions within these systems (responsibility)
Through these inquires we hope students will understand that our world is organized into different communication 
systems and that these systems have been designed in certain ways. Students will come to understand that these 
systems exist to meet people’s needs, allowing them to communicate and interact both locally and globally. We also 
want the students to feel a sense of responsibility when the systems around them aren’t working efficiently and to know 
how they can make changes in order improve them. Through this unit students will develop the dispositions of being 
communicators and being creative. Students will have opportunities to appreciate how systems have been designed 
to enable better communication as well as think about new and creative systems for communication in their own 
environment. We will focus on the thinking skill of analysis and the communication skill of non-verbal communication. 
These skills will help the students look at signs and sign systems in detail observing the various parts and purposes. 
Students will also develop their ability to notice how signs have been designed, recognizing the various colors, shapes 
and sizes and be able to talk about why those design choices were made and the effects they have. 
You may wish to support your child at home in the following ways:

Key vocabulary used in this unit will be: 
signs, symbols, systems, transport, need, communication, colour, font, size, shape, 
interconnected, design, problem, local, global, analyse, create, imagine, tinker, icon, 
emoji, part, interactions, function
Please consider using your Mother Tongue to develop your child’s understanding of 
these words.

This unit will be addressed through the lens of function, causation and 
responsibility. We will explore the concept of function as we look at the world around 
us, the systems that have been created, and how those systems have been designed 
to help us communicate in certain ways. Through the lens of causation we will explore 
why these communication systems have been developed and how they help meet 
certain needs within communities. Finally, through the lens of responsibility we will 
discuss what happens when these systems don’t work effectively and what our role is 
to ensure the systems around us are meeting the needs of those people who interact 
with them. 

Go on a sign and sign system hunt. How many different signs can you and your child 
identify? What purpose do they serve? How have they been designed and why have 
they been designed that way? Look around your home and identify the 
communication systems you use on a daily basis. Talk about the different parts and 
purposes of those systems and how you interact with them. Get creative and help 
your child to create a new communication tool or system to help you and your family 
communicate with each other. Do some research and find out why communication 
systems have been created and how they have changed over time. Have a go at 
creating a new emoji! 

ACTION is a key element of the Primary Years Programme. We are always looking to 
see how children take their learning and apply it independently. This can take many 
forms - from a discussion about the unit of inquiry at home initiated by your child, role-
play or even a request to bring a book or artifact in to school because it relates to the 
work we have been doing in school. Now that you know what the unit is all about 
please keep your eyes open for evidence of action and let us know! 
Any action that you tell us about will be kept as part of your child’s records.

This document is designed to inform you of the learning planned for your child’s next unit of inquiry. In addition we offer you some optional ideas for supporting your child at home.

Conceptual lenses:

Developing vocabulary:

Fun things to do:

Look for action:


