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“Success for Every Child”

Y3 Unit Overview
Sharing the Planet

In their third unit, the Year 3 students will be inquiring into the Social Studies strand, ‘Resources and the 
Environment’ and the Science strand, ‘Living Things’ through the central idea “Earth’s resources are limited 
and are not accessible to everyone.”
The three lines of inquiry for this unit are:

• Earth’s limited resources (form)
• Accessibility of these resources (causation)
• Solutions for our future (responsibility)

Through these inquiries students will develop an understanding that there are limited amounts of natural 
resources on Earth and once they are gone they cannot be replaced. They will explore the reasons why people 
have more access to these resources than others, looking at things such as location, economic status and 
distribution. Throughout the unit they will look at current solutions that exist to ensure everyone has adequate 
access to the resources they need and make suggestions for potential future solutions. In this unit students will 
conduct personal inquiries into a finite resource that interests them. They will have opportunities to develop and 
demonstrate the research skills of formulating questions and planning. Students will also discuss and develop 
better understanding of what it means to be an inquirer and how being an inquirer enables people to create 
solutions to local and global problems.  
You may wish to support your child at home in the following ways:

Key vocabulary used in this unit will be: 
conservation, finite, resource, sharing, access, drought, water cycle, sustainable, 
sustainability, equality, action, caring, appreciation, inquirer, solutions, researching, 
future, fossil fuels, energy, natural, man-made, economic, location, distribution, 
inaccessible 
Please consider using your Mother Tongue to develop your child’s understanding of 
these words. 
This unit will be addressed through the lens of form, causation and responsibility. 
Over the next few weeks try to ask your child questions to develop the concept of 
form (what is it like?) What resources do we have that come from the Earth? What 
does finite mean? To develop the concept of causation (why is it like it is?) questions 
such as how would our lives be different we didn’t have access to things like water? 
Why do people have different access to Earth’s resources? Why are Earth’s 
resources limited? To develop the concept of responsibility (what is our 
responsibility?) discuss ways that our actions can make a positive difference to the 
conservation of such a precious, natural resource. How has technology been used to 
solve some of the problems associated with access to Earth’s resources?  

Take a look around your home and notice what things are man-made and which 
things come from the Earth or are natural. Have your child record for 1 day those 
things that they are able to do or use because of where we live. For example, in HK 
we do not need to think about water because we all turn on our tap and have access 
to water. In HK we all have as much electricity as we need/want. Look in the 
newspaper and read about places that don’t have the same access to these 
resources. How are their lives different? Support your child’s inquiry by helping him/
her formulate a question around finite resources and help him/her find reliable online 
sources.  

ACTION is a key element of the Primary Years Programme. We are always looking to 
see how children take their learning and apply it independently. This can take many 
forms - from a discussion about the unit of inquiry at home initiated by your child, role-
play or even a request to bring a book or artifact in to school because it relates to the 
work we have been doing in school. Now that you know what the unit is all about 
please keep your eyes open for evidence of action and let us know! Any action that 
you tell us about will be kept as part of your child’s records.

This document is designed to inform you of the learning planned for your child’s next unit of inquiry. In addition we offer you some optional ideas for 
supporting your child at home.

Conceptual questions:

Developing vocabulary:

Fun things to do:

Look for action:


