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Y1 Unit Overview - This document is designed to inform you of the learning planned for your child’s next unit of inquiry. In addition we offer you some 

optional ideas for supporting your child at home. 

 

How the World Works 
In their sixth unit of inquiry, the Year 1 students will inquire into the central idea, “Scientists observe and classify in order to 
understand more about living things.” During this unit, the students will inquire into the how living things are classified and how 
scientists use classification systems to support their learning about new discoveries. They will also explore how all living things 
grow and change throughout their lives. Students will document these changes by developing their scientific skills of observation. 
Throughout the unit, students will become greater inquirers as they formulate questions and research answers, growing in 
independence as they make their own judgements based on reasoned argument. Through the concept of connection, students 
will be encouraged to examine the characteristics of living things, their similarities and differences and how they are connected 
to the pattern of life cycles.  Students will develop the research skill of presentation to communicate effectively with hat they have 
learned and select the appropriate medium to share their findings 

 
You may wish to support your child at home in the following ways: 

KEY VOCABULARY used in this unit will be:  

 
Change, connection, form, life cycle, living things, characteristics, classification, growth, reproduction, birth, offspring, similarity, 
difference, scientist, reptiles, amphibians, fish, birds, mammals, observation, independence, inquirer, science. 
 
Please consider using your Mother Tongue to develop your child’s understanding of these words.  

CONCEPTUAL QUESTIONS This unit will be addressed through the lens of form, change and connection. Over the 

next few weeks try to ask your child lots of ‘What’ questions as they begin to inquire into the classification of systems. Ask your 
child ‘How’ questions as they explore how living things change and are connected to one another. These questions,  asked in 
any context, will support the work we do in school. 

FUN THINGS TO DO 

 
Look at photographs of how you have grown and changed, comparing these to how your child has grown and changed. If you 
have a pet, observe it and discuss the characteristics which make it a living creature. Read both fiction and non-fiction books, 
looking at the features of each. You could plant a seed and observe the changes that take place over time and create some 
observational drawings where students observe carefully in order to make detailed drawings. Visit the library to find books on 
a favourite animal and help your child identify important facts and vocabulary about the animal; watch different videos via 
Youtube about the lives of plants and animals. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/user/BBCEarth 
 

ACTION is a key element of the Primary Years Programme. We are always looking to see how children take their learning 

and apply it independently. This can take many forms - from a discussion about the Unit of Inquiry at home initiated by your 
child, role-play or even a request to bring a book or artifact in to school because it relates to the work we have been doing in 
school. Now that you know what the unit is all about please keep your eyes open for evidence of action and let us know! Any 
action that you tell us about will be kept as part of your child’s records. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/BBCEarth
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