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INTRODUCTION
I am again pleased to introduce the annual report for our school. The period which is
covered by the report has been one of development, change and improvement for
both our school and ESF as a whole. Being part of the ESF family, which comprises
22 schools with about 17,700 pupils, puts us in a position to draw upon expertise
from far and wide. Translating that into best classroom practice that has a direct
impact on the learning experiences of our students requires dedicated leaders,
teachers and support staff. We are indeed fortunate to have such exceptional people
at KJS. Another of our strengths is the enthusiastic and dedicated parent community
who continue to assist in supporting the school and enhancing our learning
environment.
The School Council membership is drawn from a broad range of stakeholders who
bring a variety of perspectives to the overall governance of the school. We are
accountable to the ESF Board of Governors where our school is well represented and
we have direct and frequent access to the ESF senior leadership team.
Lastly, it is appropriate to express appreciation to our School Principal, Mr. Neill
O’Reilly, who has completed his first year with the school. Under his leadership and
guidance, parents can be assured that their children will receive an education second
to none and go on to achieve great things.
Mike Hudson
School Council Chair
We had a very successful year in 2017/18. It was my first year leading the team at KJS
and my commitment at the start was to look, listen and learn so that I could gain a
sense of the work already done at KJS, the successful practice and then, with the
team, determine targets and next steps to take the school from good to great!
Together with the Senior Leadership Team we identified improvements were
possible in our academic outcomes, the wellbeing of our students, and the
consistency of teaching at KJS. The changes and improvements have already resulted
in improved learning outcomes, greater clarity about what “Success for Every Child”
means and long term strategic goals to further improve achievement, enhance student
agency and respect, broaden opportunities and develop student wellbeing. What we
have achieved at KJS in 2017/18 is thanks to the professionalism and dedication of
the staff, the commitment and support of the ESF, the School Council and PTA and
the partnership with our parent community. The following pages provide details of
the progress and achievements in 2017/18.
Neill O'Reilly
Principal
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Our investigative work at the the start of 2017/18 academic year revealed a lack of clarity about the vision
statement of the school, the mission statement, guiding statement and values. Consultation was undertaken and
together with the staff and community, we gained clarity about what “Success for Every Child” means and refined
our guiding statements to read:

OUR VISION

OUR MISSION
Our mission is to provide a joyful, supportive and
stimulating learning environment where successful learners
achieve through a wide range of learning opportunities and
have positive wellbeing. T
 hey will learn with an attitude
respect for self, others and the environment and have
increasing levels of agency to take action and make a positive
difference in the world. Our children will be internationally
minded lifelong learners.

OUR COMMITMENT
To achieve “Success for Every Child”, staff at KJS will focus on Achievement, Agency, Respect, Opportunity
and Wellbeing (the AAROW’s of Success) supporting and challenging each child to be successful. This means a
team at KJS who:
●

Collaborate with one another, families and the
community to achieve “Success for Every Child”

●

Are supported to be professional and exceptional in
their respective roles

●

Regularly monitor and enhance each student’s
achievement, agency and wellbeing

●

Have a passion for providing a broad range of learning
opportunities within and beyond the class based
curriculum

●

Model and promote positive wellbeing, growth
mindset and respect for self, others and the
environment

●

Understand and implement a quality PYP framework

●

Are a community of internationally minded lifelong learners
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OUR VALUES
We value the primary years programme (PYP), specifically the qualities and characteristics defined in the learner
profile
●

Knowledgeable – we look for and share ideas, information and experiences to understand how our world is
changing

●

Caring – we are friendly, kind and thoughtful towards everyone and everything

●

Principled – we are responsible, respectful, honest and fair

●

Balanced – we take good care of our minds and bodies to be happy and healthy

●

Open-Minded – we understand and value differences; this helps us to learn

●

Courageous - we believe in ourselves and have the courage to look at and try new things with enthusiasm
(PYP risk takers)

●

Inquirers – we ask questions, find things out, and make connections

●

Thinkers – we think in different ways, ask questions, solve problems and make decisions

●

Communicators – we listen and talk to others, sharing clearly our ideas and feelings

●

Reflective – we understand our strengths and weaknesses, reflect on our actions and plan the next steps

OUR STRATEGIC GOALS:
1.

Enhance the wellbeing and agency of our children

2.

Improve learning outcomes for our children

3.

Develop teacher collaboration, effectiveness and efficacy
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To progress our strategic goals, four inquiry questions guided our work across the written, taught and assessed
curriculum in 2017/18:
1.

How can we enhance the wellbeing and agency of our children at KJS?
Six Schooling Improvement Teams (SIT) were created in 2017/18 to focus on a range of initiatives
including a ‘Wellbeing SIT’ and a ‘Student Voice and Choice (Agency) SIT’. Their work positively
influenced both wellbeing and agency at KJS.

WELLBEING
The Wellbeing SIT developed a mission statement and a working definition of
wellbeing.
Mission Statement: Relationships are at the heart of wellbeing at Kowloon
Junior School. We aim to develop and nurture positive, respectful relationships
with self, others and the environment.
Definition of wellbeing: Having the skills and tools to lead a happy and
healthy life.
The Wellbeing SIT investigated best practice locally and internationally, attended conferences and workshops,
researched theories and approaches, gathered and analysed student and parent voice, made recommendations to
the Senior Leadership Team, shared findings with staff and assisted in strategic planning for 2018-2020. The team
led professional learning for all staff and supported new wellbeing initiatives in the classroom. The essential
component of their work in 2017/18 was the development of a plan to enhance wellbeing for 2018-2020 together
with strategies, strategic partners and assessment tools. On a practical level the team worked on a ‘Secret Garden’
on our ground floor to compliment the Rooftop Garden. This garden will be opened in August 2018 and will
provide a location for play, reflection, observation and inquiry.

AGENCY
Like Wellbeing, Agency is one of the five AAROW’s of Success at KJS.
Agency is also central to the enhanced PYP which will come into action in
2018/19. Throughout the year, strategies were introduced to enhance
agency including student target setting and reflection in key learning areas.
The Voice and Choice SIT identified the potential for students to have
greater involvement in planning of Units of Inquiry. This new approach
will be introduced in 2018/19. Students were given the opportunity to be
engaged in their own learning by participating in Three Way Learning
Conferences (rather than Parent-Teacher Interviews) with evidence
supporting the positive impact of having children front and central when
their progress and achievement is being discussed.
4
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2.

How can we enhance the collaborative teaching
and learning skills of students and teachers at KJS?
Teacher collaboration was enhanced by further
embedding the practice of ‘7 Norms of Collaboration’.
These tools and strategies supported teachers to work
with one another utilizing strengths and passions to
promote student learning. With students, the focus was
on supporting and developing mathematical mindsets
and collaborative learning in maths. Children
experienced a range of mathematical challenges designed
to grow their mathematical thinking beyond ‘right and
wrong’ and into the realm of problem solving, multiple
perspectives and alternatives for solving mathematical
problems. This is an area of ongoing focus at KJS as we
strive to improve mathematical thinking and outcomes
for our students.

3.

How can we improve the achievement for the
students of KJS?
Our analysis of learning outcomes in 2017/18 revealed
room for improvement, especially in maths and writing.
To focus teacher attention to minute detail we
introduced ‘learning sprints’ in 2017/18. This short
intensive approach requires teachers focus in on specific
detail and deliberate acts of teaching to improve student
learning outcomes. The process, while focused on a
small number of children, has benefits for the whole
class as teachers are given the time and permission to
identify specific strategies that will benefit learners over
a 30 day period. This process is then repeated again and
again. Our overall data analysis at the end of 2017/18
evidences this process is making inroads toward our
aspirational goal of having 95% of our students leaving
KJS, achieving at or above, their chronological age in
terms of learning outcomes.
Considerable progress was made during the year
regarding expectations and consistency in the teaching
of writing. With writing being the focus of the Term 2,
Learning Sprint teachers were able to explore strategies
to support successful teaching and learning in writing.
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4.

What other initiatives are necessary to ensure “Success for Every Child” at KJS?
The clarity of what “Success for Every Child” means, identification of the
AAROW’s of Success, has allowed all stakeholders to have a shared
understanding of what ‘Success’ means. This facilitates improved strategic
planning and makes transparent the work the staff will do in the future to
promote success. The continuation of arts focus, and priority given to
visual arts and dance, has ensured a more balanced learning experience for
our children at KJS. The two years of dedicated teaching in these areas has
provided all staff with much needed PL, modelling and resources to ensure
quality teaching and learning through visual art and dance can be
embedded into units of inquiry in the years ahead.
Further investigation of ‘makerspace’ learning supported the importance
of resourcing for hands on learning experience for our students. Another
four staff participated in Maker Education professional learning to enhance
this approach in units of inquiry.
Investigations confirmed the need
for a rapid injection of quality technology into the hands of children
to support transformative learning. Plans were initiated to purchase
additional devices in 2018/19 and to develop a sustainable
replacement plan for technology at the school. An external audit was
commissioned to ensure our connectivity and infrastructure would
meet the needs of teachers and students. The results were positive!
Leadership initiated a revised professional learning plan for
2018/20, maximising the opportunity provided by quality online
learning opportunities (Harvard and Stanford Universities),
partnering with ESF and international educators, to bring the best
to KJS, and engaging in professional learning aligned with the
schools strategic goals and priorities.
During the year, we also investigated
our reporting to parents and communications systems. Both of these are
ongoing work in progress.
Our induction for new staff process underwent a dramatic overhaul after
reviewing effectiveness in 2017/18 and we now have a comprehensive plan
in place with staff receiving quality induction to ensure our children have
the best learning environment. All of this work has resulted in a digital
resource named the ‘KJS Way’, which sets our expectations for teaching
and learning and provides support to all staff as they strive to achieve
“Success for Every Child”.
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2017/18 was a very busy year for staff. The change in leadership and leadership structures resulted in a change in
direction and expectations. To ensure “Success for Every Child”, senior leadership have been unrelenting in their
focus for consistency and high quality teaching and learning. The results after the first year are positive. However,
the school has high expectations and aspirations for each and every student, so the challenge will continue as we
partner with our parent community and stakeholders to ensure KJS is the best possible learning environment for
our children. Our ongoing focus in 2018/19 will be to focus on the AAROW’s of success, especially Wellbeing
and Agency, as we strive to ensure the best possible learning outcomes and engagement for students.
We are now in a very strong position to achieve our 95/100 goal for 2020. 95% of children achieving at or above
their chronological age and 100% of children express a sense of wellbeing by the end of Year 6.
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Our plans for 2018/19 remain a very clear focus on our three strategic goals:
1.

Enhance the wellbeing and agency of our children

2.

Improve learning outcomes for our children

3.

Develop teacher collaboration, effectiveness and efficacy

Our focus to improve learning outcomes in 2018/19 will be
driven by a focus on wellbeing, particularly relationships, and
agency, especially the power of intrinsic motivation and feedback.
We will start the year with an intensive two week focus on
wellbeing rather than testing, with teachers and support staff
focussing on getting to know each student and gaining a picture
of interests, passions, motivations and areas of strength and of
need. Following these two weeks, we have engaged Professor
Helen Street to work with parents and staff to develop a ‘context
of wellbeing’ at KJS. Rather than being an ‘add on’ programme
our goal is to develop a culture of wellbeing that permeates every
aspect of school life at KJS.
Our expectation is that through investigating wellbeing, we will
enhance motivation (extrinsic and intrinsic) and develop tools,
strategies and communication which will support student
intrinsic motivation to and for learning. This approach couples
very closely with the notion of student agency, that is students
having voice and choice in their learning and progressively taking
more control and responsibility of their learning.
During the year we will continue both our
learning sprints and Schooling Improvement
Teams (SIT). All staff will engage in world
best online professional learning and be
engaged in schoolwide learning regarding
wellbeing and technology. We will be
investing $1.5 million in new technology to
put the best devices into the hands of our
children. This will be supported by
professional learning for staff to ensure we
make the most of this investment.
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Three major external assessments are utilized to moderate school assessments, provide a picture of schoolwide
progress, and report to parents regarding individual student progress. The three used are the Indicators in Primary
Schools (PIPs) assessments, the International School’s Assessment (ISA), and the Interactive Computerised Assessment
System (InCAS).
The PIPs assessment is administered by the Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring (CEM) at Durham University
for Year 1 and 2 students. Over 200 schools use CEM assessments comparing each student in maths and reading
with that of the average child in the PIPs worldwide cohort. The results show the very positive achievement and
comparison of our students in this assessment in Years 1 and 2.

ISA is administered by the Australian Council for Educational Research and is designed for students in
international schools. The assessments measure student performance in mathematical literacy, reading and writing.
The results compare KJS with ESF and two ISA regions and evidence positive outcomes. Mathematical literacy
results and Year 6 reading are more mixed. Leaders have considered this data along with other progress and
assessment information in reports to the School Council and when making plans for 2018/19 professional learning
and target setting.
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The InCAS assessment is also administered by the Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring at Durham University
and was undertaken by students at the start of Years 3,4 and 5, and at the end of Year 6. The assessment compares
each student’s performance in maths and reading with children of a similar age. Results show positive progress
across the school for cohorts in four of the five areas. The results in general maths reinforce the ongoing
professional learning investment in maths at KJS.

Overall the suit of standardized assessments affirm our own internal assessments and support the need for ongoing
focus on quality maths across the school. Longitudinal data evidences positive student progress over time.

10

Kowloon Junior School Annual Report 2017-2018

TEACHING & LEARNING THROUGH THE PYP FRAMEWORK
What 3 words best describe maths?

Student voice data

Is it important to make mistakes in maths? Why or why not?

Student voice data

Do you think people are naturally good at maths? Is there such thing as a maths person?

Student voice data

These were some of the questions we were asking our students last year as we embarked on our Maths curriculum
focus for the 2017/18 academic year. From these questions, we could clearly see that we were well on our way to
embedding in our students, a growth mindset around mathematics. However, many of our students still saw
maths not as a creative, visual subject, but as a subject involving calculation, answers, numbers and sometimes
speed.
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In 2017/18, the inquiry question we were grappling with was: What is the ‘best’ way for us to deliver our
Maths at KJS to support “Success for Every Child”?
The aim of asking this question was to create a KJS approach to the planning, teaching and learning of
Mathematics so that our students would have more consistent experiences in Maths as they move through primary
school. In the process of creating the KJS approach to Maths, we were careful to ensure the message was sent to all
staff that this isn’t an either/or approach. It is an AND approach to the way we do things. We aren’t doing whole
class or small group targeted teaching. We are doing whole class AND small group targeted teaching. We aren’t
doing teacher directed or student initiated inquiries. We are doing teacher directed AND student initiated
inquiries etc. The framework we wanted to establish needed to allow teachers opportunities to be creative and
work within their areas of strength while ensuring that some aspects became consistent.
Our inquiry was based around the work of two researchers: Peter Sullivan (a professor/researcher at Monash
University, Australia) and Jo Boaler (a professor/researcher at Stanford University, USA). Their work and
research aligns with our school’s AAROW’s of Success, particularly connecting with student Agency and
Achievement.
As part of the actions we took to address the question ‘What is the ‘best’ way for us to deliver our Maths at KJS to
support Success for Every Child?’, we ran a 1 day in school professional learning workshop for all relevant teaching
staff and many of our teachers participated in a 3 month online Stanford University Mathematical Mindset
course.
From our professional learning day and from our online learning, we agreed that at KJS we would spend the first
two weeks of every academic year engaging with the 2 weeks of inspirational maths, using the Stanford resources.
The messages we wanted all students across KJS to hear and believe is that mistakes are important and vital in the
learning process, that our abilities are not fixed, that maths is a visual and creative subject where often times there is
more than one way to solve a problem and that there is no such thing as a Maths person; everyone can grow their
brain and be successful when learning through Mathematics.
Along with creating positive mindset environments, we also created an approach to planning in Maths that
allowed staff to plan rich maths inquiries that enabled our students to engage with bigger conceptual
understandings rather than isolated maths facts.
As we move into the new academic year, we will continue working towards embedding these consistent
approaches to maths and continue to measure our success through assessments and documenting student and
teacher voice as we go.
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MUSIC
Music continues to be a very important aspect of “Success for
Every Child” at KJS. Children receive dedicated specialist music
learning opportunities each week and additionally, hundreds
engage in music through clubs, tuition, orchestra, choirs, and our
annual musical, together with singing in classrooms and in our
regular assemblies. The music department continued to integrate
music learning with units of inquiry for each year group.
Year 1: ‘Imagination can be
shared through storytelling’
involved singing story songs,
moving to music, making sound effects to songs and making a simple story
with sound effects. We also explored percussion instruments with the central
idea ‘People explore to understand the world’ playing different instruments
and exploring rhythmic devices such as call and response.
Year 2: We worked closely with the unit ‘Forces affect objects around us’ with
the emphasis on vibration and frequency (pitch) as a force. We also explored
the use of dynamics in music and beater techniques to play softly and loudly,
and the use of the pivot while playing with a beater. The students sang songs
and moved to music.
Year 3 explored rounds and textures in music. They used music technology to explore the relationship between
sound and symbol. The students explored the scientific principles of pitch and timbre using the recorder and made
wind instruments in the unit ‘Artists can use scientific principles to create’. They made pieces of music with those
instruments.
Year 4 improved their recorder techniques. The students composed and controlled
the elements of music: dynamics, texture, tempo rhythm and pitch. They worked
on units ‘the natural world inspires creative expression’, creating and performing
pieces inspired by pictures of nature. In ‘People create systems to help them
communicate’ they explored graphic notation. Students made their own graphic
notation systems to notate the elements of music.
Year 5 improved their technique with recorder playing. They worked in a larger
ensemble with different recorders. They explored music from around the world
and this linked to the unit ‘Humans continue to migrate for many reasons’,
exploring techniques, traditions and scales. Making pieces, using the same
techniques, and finally, making a piece of fusion music synthesizing many of the
elements they explored.
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Year 6: Students explored timbre by making instruments and
making pieces of music using mics and electronics. They played
music from different western musical traditions in the unit
‘Conserving heritage enables people to appreciate the past’,
exploring different compositional techniques. They also explored
two software programs for controlling sound: notation based and
Audio DAW.

We are delighted with the broad range of
musical experiences our children can access
and the quality of instruction from our own
teachers and tutors. Children also had
opportunity to participate in ‘Arts in the
Park’ performance, Christmas performances
in Festival Walk, ‘Orchestra Day’ hosted at
KJS, ‘Participation in the Expressive Arts
Day’, ESF choral concert, the KJS School
Fair, ESF Chinese New Year and the school
concerts and assemblies which feature music
regularly.

Music continues to feature
as a high priority in the
culture of our school:
supporting
cultures,
customs,
traditions,
international mindedness
and wellbeing.
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MUSICAL
Over 100 children from across years 3-6 participated in the KJS musical, which
is now becoming a valued and eagerly anticipated school tradition. Following
the success of Annie in 2016, the school produced Madagascar in November
2017. The hall was packed for the two performances, with almost 300 people
at each night as the audience enjoyed listening and singing along to catchy
songs such as, ‘I Like to Move It’, ‘Best Friends’, ‘It’s Showtime’ and of course
‘Madagascar’. It really was a whole school effort with staff, parents and
children coming together to ensure our children have as much opportunity as
possible at KJS to engage in a wide range of Performing Arts. One of the
highlights for the team was seeing children perform dances and routines which
children had choreographed themselves. Our musicals are an essential
expression of the AAROW’s of Success and highlight the value placed on the
arts at KJS.
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DANCE - Supporting the “AAROW’s of Success” at KJS
Students and teachers from Year 1 to 6 were immersed in a second
year of learning about and through dance in expressive and
innovative ways. Learning was tailored to support the POI and to
strengthen the use of the IB Approaches to Learning and
Dispositions. Collaboration through group work, the use of peer
feedback and reflection continued to be a focus.
Year 1 explored ‘How dance can express ideas in stories’. Peter
Reynold’s Sky Colour and I’m Here w
 ere imaginitively brought to
life through 197548
dance, as was the well known ballet The Nutcracker. Students begun
to learn about the elements of dance and found creative ways to use
a range of props to enhance their storytelling.
Year 2 continued to use dance to communicate stories. Michael
Rosen’s We’re Going on a Bear Hunt was a perfect stimulus and
students made connections to the science behind everyday forces.
They explored how the elements of dance can be used to convey
meaning. For example, students manipulated the force and flow
of their movements (ie. energy) when moving through the forest,
the snowstorm and cave.
Year 3 explored ‘How dance can be used to represent natural
disasters’ and ‘How they affect the environment’. They
continued to develop their understanding of the elements of
dance and used choreographic devices such as sequencing and
repetition in short dance phrases. This culminated in a final
group dance on a selected natural disaster.
Year 4 inquired into the question: If nature were a dance, what
would it look like?
Students drew inspiration from artwork by Andy
Goldsworthy and dances by Bangarra Dance Theatre to create
their own dance pieces capturing aspects of nature, such as
forests, oceans and wildlife.
Year 5 examined how the elements of dance and
choreographic devices can be crafted to persuade an audience.
Connecting their small business unit, students produced a
dance performance to advertise their Market Day products.
Students considered many aspects of production including the
roles of artistic director, choreographer and choreologist.
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Year 6 delved into how dance
can be a vehicle for advocating
about the Global Goals. Sessions
preceded the PYP Exhibition,
upskilling students with a range
of devices in time for their
showcase. Angela May George's
picture book Out provided
inspiration,
as
did
student-penned poetry linking
issues they felt passionate about
changing.
After establishing last year’s first
ever ESF Celebration of Dance,
KJS dancers were delighted to participate at the second event hosted by South
Island School. Ten weeks of collaboration and teamwork culminated in the
moving dancework entitled Drift. Special memories were made for all involved,
especially the students who breathed passion, creativity and flair into their
dance. Above all, the demonstration of appreciation and respect by the students
towards their peers across ESF schools was truly heartwarming.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
at Kowloon Junior School and the AAROW’s of Success
Our aim at Kowloon Junior School is to ensure children enjoy Physical
Education with learning experiences designed to be fun and exciting. We
strive to help students become confident movers; able to transfer skills
across a variety of physical activities and beyond. Our programme is
challenging and students are encouraged to be AGENTIC learners by
choosing ways to stretch themselves, make mistakes and learn from them.
Students have OP
 PORTUNITIES to learn more about themselves and
develop RESPECT for themselves and others by working as part of teams
and collaborative groups. Physical Education at Kowloon Junior School
motivates students to ACHIEVE their full potential and value physical
activity as an everyday part of their life and as a key influence on their own
and others WE
 LLBEING.

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
Having successfully implemented the perceptual motor
programme (PMP) last year we looked at further enhancing our
strategies and approaches to develop children's physical literacy.
This approach gives students the confidence and competence to
participate in different physical activities, sports and games. Our
goal was to ensure we provided opportunities for this in all areas
of the curriculum including the support of the PMP in the
lower school. Our KJS ‘Spartans training,’ was introduced to
frame physical literacy
skills in a fun and
engaging environment. Students were challenged in a variety of ways to
complete a series of movements and it was encouraging to see our
students make significant gains in not only their movement competence
but
also
in
their
confidence to ‘have a go’.
We look forward to seeing
if this has an impact on
student confidence and
engagement in other areas
as they move through the
school.
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EXTRACURRICULAR SPORTS
Once again, we had hundreds of students participating in after school
sports activities. It was particularly pleasing to see a greater number of
female students join our wide variety of activities. We had record
numbers participating in our aquathon teams, which is proof of the
growing popularity of this sport at KJS, and once again our running
club proved as popular as ever. What was particularly encouraging was
the enthusiasm of more and more students to get involved in the many
opportunities to represent KJS in both competitive and
non-competitive events. KJS continues to play an active role in the
provision of these opportunities through the organisation of the
annual ESF Cross Country, which involved almost 500 students from
across ESF schools, and the Kowloon Netball and Hong Kong
Primary Schools Cricket Tournament which had a record number of
teams competing across 4 different competitions.
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OUTSIDE EDUCATION
School camps form an important and essential element to a child’s development and Success (especially
Opportunity and Wellbeing) during their time at KJS. During these camps many important elements of a
student’s development are addressed. The most prominent of these are:
●
●
●
●
●

Social skills
Independence skills
Team and relationship building
Encouragement of physical fitness and an active lifestyle
Personal challenges

KJS had 3 school camps during the school year 2017/18. These were;
Year 4 - Sai Kung Outdoor Recreation Centre - 3 days/2 nights
Year 5 - Tai Tam Reservoir (facilitated by Asia Pacific Adventures) - 4 days/3
nights
Year 6 - Community Sports Sheng Shui (facilitated by Asia Pacific Adventures)
- 5 days/4 nights
We ensure that each camp develops the child’s abilities in the five areas stated
above. Each year the activities are more challenging, the comfort a little less (tents
instead of dorms!) and the length of time away from home longer. These camps
were a great success during the 2017/18 academic year and we look forward to
improving and repeating them in the future.
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The biggest project of the year was designing and creating the ‘Secret Garden’. Thanks to another generous
donation from our PTA, we were able to work with the same contractor that worked on our Sky Garden to set the
foundations and build some garden structures on the ground floor area behind block C. The ‘Secret Garden’
promises to be an inspiring outdoor learning area for our younger students to explore, connect and learn about our
natural world.
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Our Sky Garden has been more widely used by students during their break times. This space is also being used as it
was intended; as an outdoor classroom. Many classes have enjoyed being outdoors and surrounded by nature for
art lessons and for reading. It has had a positive impact on creative writing, and is commonly utilized for units of
learning in Maths.

Our Green/Garden club enjoyed yet more successful harvests and this year they managed to raise money for future
planting resources by having the first ‘farmer’s market’ available for staff to buy our organically grown vegetables.
This group of passionate students worked on designing and proposing projects to improve some of our school
spaces by greening and increasing the nature and biodiversity in different areas of our campus.
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PRIMARY ENVIRONMENTAL CONFERENCE
A group of KJS Green ambassadors were invited to join other ESF
primary schools at the Hong Kong Wetlands Park for a day of
workshops, interaction and sharing. Students learned about the
biodiversity here in Hong Kong and the reasons that we as a
community need to work to protect our wetlands. This was a
great day to celebrate the passion that these young students have
for caring for the natural world and gave them the opportunity to
meet like minded students from other schools, and a chance to
meet and learn from experts in the field to further inspire them to
continue with their environmental learning and action.
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Our library experienced a year of many changes. We had the usual amount of activities going on which were greatly
supported by our student library monitors and parent volunteers throughout the year. “Success for Every Child”
and the AAROW’s of Success are at the heart of the work done in the library. During the year, we enjoyed:
●
●
●
●
●

Weekly library sessions for each class and book exchange during class and at other times
Story time and development of library skills and research skills
Lunch play - reading, board games and book adaptation movies
Participation in the Hong Kong Golden Dragon Book award and Battle of the Books
10 busy student monitors who assisted in the library during snack time and lunch play sessions each week.

During our Book Week, students had the opportunity to enjoy a wide variety of activities including Mystery
Readers, Mother Tongue Readings with parents and student volunteers, Author Visits and a two-day Book Fair.
During the library sessions, students entered into the ‘Who’s Behind the Book?’ game, ‘Guess the Character/Title’
challenge and ‘Book in Jar’ competition.
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Apart from the usual activities above, improvements were
made on the physical space of our Library during the year.
Our team reorganized, re-labeled and re-entered 3,621
Junior Fiction books by genre to make it easier for
students to find their favourite books. New signage was
purchased from Australia to better guide students to each
area of the library. New decorative cushions were added
to make the environment more comfortable and relaxing
for students.
We also enhanced our Library’s online presence through
Orbit, our online Catalogue System, and the Splat page.
Through Orbit, students can search for books, receive the
latest news about the Library and communicate their
library suggestions to our team. Through the demand
from student’s Library wishlist, we added a variety of new
board games for lunchtime play, purchased their
suggested books as well as subscribed to an additional
eBook provider, Wheelers. With Wheelers, KJS now
shares a consortium of over 700 eBooks with other ESF
Schools.

Overall, in 2017/2018, our library:
● Added, catalogued, wrapped and labeled 1,961
new books to the KJS collection to support the
curriculum and to incite the love of reading
● Processed $259,718 Scholastic orders
● Lent 75,044 books to KJS students and staff
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CHINESE LEARNING
Students learn Mandarin enthusiastically at Kowloon Junior School. They attend classes regularly throughout the
school year. Year 1 students attend three lessons per week, Year 2 students attend four lessons per week and the
Year 3 to 6 students attend lessons daily. All lessons are 45 minutes in duration.

Our students come from a wide range of language backgrounds, from beginners to near-native speakers of
Mandarin. Their levels of literacy are also greatly different. To support them, we differentiate instruction through
content, processes, assessments, adult support and the learning environment based on the students’ needs.
Students have opportunities to learn at an appropriate pace while being challenged to achieve the best they can. We
use a variety of instructional practices, including but not limited to: situational exercises, guided reading and
writing, word games, pronunciation drills and formal structured teaching of pinyin. We also use technology to
enhance our programme.

Learning about Chinese culture is an important part of our programme. Class activities included and utilized the
diversity of the staff, students, and the culture of the host country through arts and crafts, experiencing traditions
and food during the Mid Autumn Festival and Chinese New Year. Students also played a vital role in the Chinese
New Year assembly, including collaboration between the parents and the school, which exhibited a vast range of
celebration of culture.
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2017-18 proved to be a very rewarding year for the KJS PTA with community events and fundraising
opportunities, which helped to raise money for investment in equipment and developing new areas of learning at
school.
We started our year with our AGM and Lantern
Festival where we discussed the events of the
previous academic year and the funds raised. The
children and their families got together for a social
evening in the spirit of Mid Autumn Festival. A new
committee was formed and regular meetings were
conducted once a month for the rest of the year.

Quiz Night, a family favourite, was held in October 2017. The
school community formed teams and played against one
another in a battle of wits on topics on music, movies, sports,
school and current affairs. Scores were very close throughout
the evening and the cooperation between the teams was
evidence enough that Quiz Night was a success.
Our annual Disco Night, an event of dance, dress up, food and
fun, took place in January 2018. The children at our school
love to dance and so do their parents. Our teachers kept up the
pace, and the energy in the school hall was bustling from start
to finish, in true disco fashion.
Our most popular event of the year, the school fair, was held in
March 2018. Centered around ‘Once Upon A Time’, the
floors of the school were dedicated to activities for the fair. A
great community event, the fair saw parents, children and their
families and friends engage in a wide range of games and
mini-sports challenges, explore delicacies at a variety of
international food stalls and shop in a mini market in our
school hall. The stage was filled with non-stop entertainment
from the talented children of KJS and performances from our
teachers. We ran a school licensed raffle which helped to raise
substantial funds which were donated to the school.
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To coincide with the Year 6 PYP Exhibition, the PTA
catered to a ‘Helper Appreciation and Information
Afternoon’ in June 2018. This was an opportunity
for children to show appreciation for their caregivers
and at the same time, teachers conducted an
important discussion on healthy eating habits.
The year’s events and our monthly meetings brought
our community together.
Another big achievement for the PTA was the
donation of $300,000 to the school. $180,000, raised
from the fair raffle, went towards the development of
the Secret Gardens around the school. The rest was used towards the purchase of ‘Big Blue Blocks’, equipment for
outdoor play learning for the younger year groups, and for the purchase of gifts for our Year 6 leavers.
We had a very successful year; our thriving PTA resulted in an equally thriving school ensuring “Success for Every
Child” at KJS.
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