
 
Dear Y5 families,  
 
Reminder: A reminder for those students in the production to spend time practising your parts.  
 
In our Sharing the Planet unit we have been exploring biodiversity through the concepts of connection, causation and 
responsibility.  These activities are meant to help students support the learning they’ve achieved over the last few 
weeks.   
 
In maths we have been exploring adding and subtracting.  The investigation below, What Numbers Can You Make?, 
should be fun, challenging and introduce elements of algebra and allow the children a chance for some open inquiry. 
 
We have separated the activities into two sections: ‘must do’ and ‘could do’. It is not necessary that students 
complete all of the activities. 
 
Thank you, 
The Year 5 Team 
 
Must Do’s 

Maths 
What numbers can you make? 
 
Imagine you had four bags containing a large number of 1s, 4s, 
7s and 10s. 
You can choose numbers from the bags and add them to make 
different totals. You don't have to use numbers from every bag, 
and there will always be as many of each number as you need. 

  

 

Choose some sets of 3 numbers and add them together. 
What is special about your answers? 
Can you explain what you've noticed? 
 
Try using visuals to investigate your answers, draw pictures and 
diagrams to show what you discover. 
 
And remember, this is an open investigation, you can’t get it right 
or wrong and you can discover all sorts of interesting things while 
you are doing it! 

Reading 
Read about two different biomes that interest 

you. 
Desert 

Grasslands 
Savanna 
Tundra 

Tropical Rainforest 
Temperate Forest 

Taiga Forest 
Marine 

Freshwater 
Coral Reef 

 Then create a venn diagram showing what 
those two biomes have in common and what 

is unique to each one.  

 
If you do not have access to the internet, 

create a venn diagram exploring the 
similarities and differences between two 

books you have read recently. 

Continue with Ecosystem Diversity 
Watch this video, Ecosystem diversity from the California Academy of Science. 

 
Watch it one time without writing anything down then watch it one or two more times using the Cornell Notes 

method. 
 

After making your initial notes analyse those and find the main points from your notes. Remember those 
should be facts that you are confident you understand and have revised accurately. Those go on the left hand 

part of your notes. 

https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/desert_biome.php
https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/grasslands_biome.php
https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/savanna_biome.php
https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/tundra_biome.php
https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/rainforest_biome.php
https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/temperate_forest_biome.php
https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/taiga_forest_biome.php
https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/marine_biome.php
https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/freshwater_biome.php
https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/coral_reef_biome.php
https://youtu.be/ixf33dQDlXc


 

 
Then write a single sentence that summarises the big idea, the most important message the video is sharing. 

 
Finally, use your notes to draft a piece of informative writing (like you did for the Wolves and Whales). 

 
Do this on a Google Doc and then you can share it with a friend who can give you feedback! 

 
 

Your writing should include: 
 

● An opening paragraph which clearly states the big idea. 
● Paragraphs for each of the main points you have identified. 
● A paragraph which explains how living things are interdependent. 
● A closing paragraph which clearly restates the big idea. 

Paragraph Success Criteria Checklist 

I’ve included: 

● a topic sentence (introduces the topic or main idea) 
● supporting sentences (gives details about the topic) 
● cause/effect linking words (because of, due to, as a result of, so, if, consequently) 
● transition words (if it fits)  (for example, also, first, second, next, then, finally, after that) 
● a closing sentence (restates the topic sentence in a different way or is a thought that ties all the ideas together) 

I also remembered to: 

● stay on topic 
● proofread for punctuation, spelling and grammar 

 
 
Could Do’s  

Biodiversity: Taking Action 
 
Do some research about different plants, flowers, 
trees that survive indoors in the type of 
environment that we have in our shared areas. 
 
How can you research?  Websites, books, ask 
people, observe what you have indoors at your 
houses.  
 
How can we use this knowledge to make our 
shared area a brighter place that gives us more 
of what we need? 
 
What will you need to make this happen? 
 

Art 
 

Design our shared area.  
 

Year 5 use our shared 
area often but we need to 
consider if it is set up in a 
way that is useful for us? 

 
What do we want to 

keep? What could we get 
rid of? 

 
How can we have a space 

that accommodates for 
quiet learning, active 
learning, movement?  

Biodiversity Word Search 
 

Using squared paper, or a ruler 
and pencil, draw out a 100 
square.  Make it big enough that 
you can easily write capital 
letters into each box. 
E.g. 

 
 
Now collect up to twenty words 
which are important to your 
understanding of biodiversity. 
 
Next, write these words carefully 
onto the grid, using capital 
letters.  You can write left-to-right 



 

 

and up or down, even diagonally 
but not backwards!  Remember, 
you might need to make words 
cross over each other and share 
letters! 
 
Finally, fill in any empty squares 
with random letters. 
 
When your wordsearch is 
finished, try to share it with a 
friend or sibling, see if they can 
find all the words! 

Maths  
 

Adding All Nine 
 
Make a set of numbers that use all the digits from 
1 to 9, once and once only. 
 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
 
For instance, we could choose: 
 
638,92,571 and 4 
Add them up: 
 
638+92+571+4=1305 
1305 is divisible by 9 (it is 145×9) 
 
(use a calculator to check this if you do not know 
yet how to divide by 9) 
 
Add each of the digits in the number 1305 . What 
is their sum? 
 
Or, perhaps we could choose: 
 
921,4357 and 68 
Add them up: 
 
921+4357+68=5346 
5346 is divisible by 9 (it is 594×9) 
 
Now try some other possibilities for yourself! 
 
I wonder what happens if we use all 10 digits from 
0 to 9, once and once only? 
 
0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
 
Try some for yourself! 
 

Well Being 
 

Make a list of things that you can bring to school on Mondays 
and Fridays that don’t have plastic packaging.  
 
Help your parents/aunties by giving them ideas on what 
would be suitable to buy or even better, do some research 
and find some recipes that you could help to make 
(remember, teachers always like homemade baking too). 
 

 



 

What do you think would happen if we used the 
eight digits from 1 to 8? 
 
Test your hypothesis by trying some possibilities 
for yourself! 
 
Were you correct? 
 
Is there a pattern beginning to emerge? Do you 
have theory that might explain what is 
happening? 
 
Try some different sets of digits for yourself! 

Sharing the Planet: 
Please feel free to continue working on your personal inquiries.  

 


